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INTRODUCTION 


he main thread connecting these stories is my reaction to living in Los Angeles 

in the late seventies and early eighties. ] went to art school and freelanced 
illustration, mostly for movie poster art—the endless “comps” done to weed 
through scores of ideas before the final poster image is decided upon, in those 
days finished by the top illustrators in town (not me!). I also found work as a 
storyboard artist in the movie business. 


Its a great job, drawing up in sequence the shots the director wants to use for his 
“coverage.” You're the one person the director always wants to see, because you're 
making visible his ideas, just the way he wants them— when so many others are 
saying “по”: the location doesn't match, that shot will take days to set up, we 
haven't the money. 


You're the good guy. 


But seeing firsthand the logistical battles fought for the barest few feet of film, one 
appreciates why movies cost so much money to make and how hard it is to just 
get something comprehensible that cuts together. 


Sometimes an actor simply cannot deliver a line. Then it must be cut. 


Turns out once youre into it, a whole lot of seemingly crucial exposition can be 
cut. Many things can be implied by performance, the vitality of a captured moment. 
More now than in the past, Га say: audiences are very sophisticated in nonverbal 
cues these days. 


1 learned inside lore. The last shot of the day is the “martini.” Why? Because afterwards 
you can kick back and have a martini. (Actually, tons of equipment must be stored, 
costumes collected for cleaning, makeup removed—but that’s still what they 
called it. On After Midnight, the camera crew each time set up a glowing backlit 
sign with a martini glass on it: “This Is The Martini.”) It is a daily celebration. 


Gaffer? In charge of lighting. Best Boy? Gaffer’s assistant, an electrician. Production 
Designer? A gold-plated way of saying Art Director, in charge of everything built 
and painted and bought that gets photographed. That’s what I did on After Midnight, 


for the last time, ever, which perhaps is telling. 
I'm happier writing and drawing in a room somewhere. 


Charles Rosen once described that being a Production Designer meant you were 
in charge of "everything out of frame and out of focus." 


After Midnight was written and directed by the Wheat Brothers, Ken and Jim, 


who were mentors of mine. The “Rye Brothers" in Fragile Creature resemble them. 


The film suffered almost as many disasters as Rulers of the Omniverse. They had to 
fire the lead the first day of filming. Great actor; he starred in an early Spielberg 
film, had a midsize role in Die Hard—but he spaced out and couldn't remember 
his lines (drugs were suspected by the fretful producers). 


Sometimes you must face that you aren't going to be rescued. You grit your teeth 
and cut off your boulder-pinned arm with your pocketknife. 


After Midnight saw а minimal release and is mainly a footnote in Marg Helgenbergers 
career. She played а stalked-by-a-madman answering-service operator, a profession 
erased by technology in, oh, five years after the film. Like adding-machine repairman. 


But my experience on it, and on Strange Brew (which my friend Steve Dejarnatt 
was to direct, until creative differences caused him to be fired), led to my writing 


and drawing Fragile Creature. 


That's Steve being hit by Crainiac’s carriage in the story. He once got a piece of 
junk mail which misspelled his name “Datasnout,” which tickled him so much 
that when he incorporated, which Hollywood people do once their income reaches 
a certain point, he registered that name. Datasnout, Inc. 


I don't seem to be saying much about the stories, here. 


One can see a little experimentation going on in them. Pen inking, for опе... but I 
couldn't maintain a consistent clear-line style. “Little Pushes” pulls off a repeated 
image in different contexts that I still think is a neat narrative trick. “Gray Embrace” 
is a typical Concrete reverie, but mainly nonverbal and played out further than I 
ever have since. “Fire at Twilight" ties in with Fragile Creature. “Byrdland’s Secret" is 
a meditation on the artful clutter of Harlan Ellison's you-must-see-before-you-die 
home in the hills north of L.A. Comics people will recognize the molecule-thinly 
shrouded comics creator in “The Artistic Impulse,” who rocketed to fame in the early 


days of the independent publishers. 


Гуе been thinking about moving Concrete out of Los Angeles for some time 
now—l havent lived there since 1986, and my annual visits aren't enough to 
maintain a feel for it. Reconsidering these stories, and feeling their distance, confirms 


that this is what I should do. 


—Paul Chadwick 
Friday Harbor, WA 
October 2005 
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they departed 


, 


Instead 
unnoticed, and the world 


changed not much at all. It 
was his life that was different. 


who gave him his new body would 
change the world forever. 


Ronald Lithgow thought the aliens 
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ROYALTY 
STATEMENTS. THE 
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PUBLISHING 
BUSINESS. 


NO SUCH LUCK. 
MEE BEFORE 


MILLENNIUM. 


KENT TAYLOR! HAS 
HE FINISHED 
EDITING THE FILM 
OUR 


OF OU 
NEPAL TREK? 


HOWEVER, HE SAYS 
Е HAS SOME 
FRIENDS WHO WANT 
YOU FOR THEIR 
MOVIE. 


HAND- 
WRIT! 


NG. 


BY THE WAY, А 
VOICE FROM THE 
FAST CALLED 
WHILE YOU WERE 
OUT-- KENT 
TAYLOR. 
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KENT! YES, CONCRETE. NOT MUCH--A MAGAZINE 


NOW. YEP, AFTER ALL THIS TIME. 


LARRY, 
YOU NOT TO FARK 
THE TRUCK SO CLOSE 
TO THE STKEET! 


= 


DON'T WORRY, MAUREEN. I'VE 
PUT MORE DENTS IN THAT TRUCK 
JUST GETTING IN AND OUT THAN 
YOU COULD INFLICT INA 
LIFETIME. 


HOW'S 
YOUR CAR, 
THOUGH? 


NO, IT'S MY OWN 
FAULT. I CORRESPON- 
DED WITH AN EXPERT 
ON BIOLOGICAL 
TRANSMUTATION 
WITHOUT GETTING 
PERMISSION. 


THAT FILTHY 
SPOOK! IF 
HE'S BEEN 
BULLYING 

YOU, I'LL-- 


NOT EXACTLY 
ASKED ME ТО TURN MY EARTH PAY SPEECH INTO OSCAR- BAIT, IS 
AN ESSAY, SO LARRY’S TYPING THE FINAL DRAFT IT? WELL, TELL 


I'VE ASKED [ I KNOW- THE SOLAR 
GUYS’ TRUCK WAS IN 
MY WAY, THOUGH- 


ITS 
CHICKENS CAN PROVIDE 
THE CALCIUM FOR THE 

SHELLS OF THEIR EGGS 
EVEN IF THEY'RE МОТ 
TAKING IN ENOUGH 
CALCIUM IN THEIR 


THIN 
THE SAME SORT 
OF THING IS 
GOING ON IN 
YOU AS you 
PRECIPITATE 
YOUR CRUST. 


WELL, 
THAT SOUNDS 
FINE. LET ME 
GET A FEN... 


OH,I СОТ А 
45-MINUTE 
LECTURE FROM 
THAT SECURITY 
MAN, STAMBERG, 
ON THE PHONE 
THIS MORNING. 


7 
THE EXCESS MUST ВЕ 
BEING SYNTHESIZED 
BIOLOGICALLY SOME- 
HOW, ОМ AN ATOMIC 
SCALE. HOW? ITS А 
GREAT MYSTERY 


BUT HOW 
CAN I GET TO THE 
BOTTOM OF IT IF 
I CAN'T STUDY THE 

WORK THATS 
ALREADY BEEN DONE? 


DID YOU MENTION “= SO WHERE DOES 
ME TO THIS IT STAND? 
EXPERT 


NO. YOUR 
PHYSIOLOGY IS 
TOP SECRET, OF 
COURSE. BUT 


LARRY, WHEN WE'RE DONE WITH 
I ARE GOING TO 


Z WE'RE GOING 
TO THE PRODUCTION 
OFFICES OF 
“RULERS OF THE 
OMNIYER ЗЕ.” Ха 
i ахь 


ITS NOT EXACTLY ‘ge БЕР) КҮР 298 
UNIVERSAL m == 
STUDIOS. PNM unm 


OH! CONCRETE MAN! I'LL 
LET THEM KNOW THAT 
YOU АМР-- 


Го 


WOULD YOU 2| 
р >J 


LIKE TO TAKE 
А SEAT? 


A BROKEN CHAIR WOULD BE A FINE 
START! I'VE ALREADY FLAKED ON 
THE CARPET. GREAT 


I CALLED OUR AMBASSADOR. HE 
CALLED THE PRIME MINISTER- 
HE CALLED CUSTOMS. 


CONCRETE! LARRY! 
HOW ARE YOU? LAST 
TIME I SAW YOU, 

THE CUSTOMS OFFICE 
IN KATMANDU WAS 

HAVING A 

PANIC ATTACK ON 
YOUR ACCOUNT! 


THINGS 
SMOOTHED 
RIGHT 
OUT. 


SO ARE YOU 
“LENSING” THIS 
"PIC," KENT? 


мо, 
፲/ላ4 ТНЕ 
GAFFER. 


т DO 
THE LIGHTING, 
WORKING 
WITH THE 
УР. 


WORRY. 


DIRECTOR YOU'LL LEARN 
ALL THIS 


OF 
PHOTOGRAPHY. J ` IN NO TIME. 


our OTHER. ПГ Z our Line ÛÛ 


LET ME INTRODU: 


OUR 
YOU. THIS IS OUR CO-PRODUCER CO-PRODUCER 
DIRECTOR, STEVE RICHARD Ў О PETER : FE 
DATASNOUTE..- - ARSITE--- BROWNE..- 


WELL, YOU'RE 
CERTAINLY 
NOT GOING ТО 
RUN_SHORT 

OF PRO- 


NO, І РО 
ANY AGENT. THIS 15 
LARRY MUNRO, МУ 
AIDE. HE SORT OF 
HELPS ME DEAL 
WITH THE WORLD 
ОЕ NORMAL- 
SIZED FOLK. 


IT'D BE MORE 
LIKE “CRUSH 


ANP 
SHATTER.” 


ARE YOU KIDDING? YOU HAVEN'T EVEN 

MET THE EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS, 

THE ASSOCIATE PRODUCERS, THE 
PRODUCTION MANAGER... 


THIS, L 
TAKE IT, 15 


YOUR 


AGENT? 


1200 
POUNPS! 
WELL, I HOPE 
YOU WON'T 
WANT YOUR 
WEIGHT IN 


19 


WELL, LE 
ALL SIT DOWN 
AND TALK 
THIS OVER. 


THEY'RE TRYING ТО 
MAKE ME 4] 
COMFORTABLE. BUT 
THEY CAN'T HELP 
LOOKING AT ME AS 
IF ТИМ А ЕКЕАК-- 


WHAT DIP SENATOR 
DOUGLAS USED TO SAY? 
“IMAGINE “ЕМ ОМ ТНЕ 
TOILET. THEY'LL BE 
LESS INTIMIDATING. 
AFTER ALL, WE ALL PO 
IT EVERY DAY“ 


Tis А сам I GET YOU ANYTHING? 
COFFEE? PERRIER? 


CRAZY AS SHOW 


BUSINESS IS, IT 
SEEMS TO 

ATTRACT SHARP 
MINDS. IM 

GOING TO STRIKE 
THEM AS 
TOTALLY 
IGNORANT. 


WELL, I THIN 


eee Б ДЕ» IN THE SCRIPT, MANN AND HIS 


WHAT WE'RE 
LOOKING FOR 
FROM YOU. 


вот I 


FRIENDS COME ТО L.A., 
SEEKING THE CORE OF COSMIC 
UNITY... SORT OF OUR 


MACGUFFIN- 


WISH HE'D 
SIT DOWN. 


C'MON, RICHARD..-YOU 
AREN'T SELLING HIM. 
СОР, HE HATES IT 
ALREADY. 


THIS BEING A FAMILY д 
FILM, NATURALLY THE 
ACTION WILL BE BLOOD- 
LESS AND SEX BARELY b 
ALLUDED TO, SO YOU 
NEEDN'T WORRY ON ረ1በ 
Тнат 2 
Ness 


ODD PLACE 
FOR A 
DUMPSTER. 


THREE WEEKS-- 
ТУУЕМТУ-ОМЕ 
THOUSAND! 


K 


WELL, THE BUPGET 
IS PRETTY TIGHT. 
FOR A FILM 
THIS SIZE. 


OF COURSE, WE 


WANT YOU VERY | PRY. 


MUCH. VERY 
MUCH. BUT OUR 
POCKETS 
JUST AREN'T 
THAT ГЕЕР 


THE PLAN. 
FIVE 
THOUSAND. 


HOW DOES... 
SEVEN 
THOUSAND 
DOLLARS 
A WEEK 
SOUND? 


GIVEN STORY. 


WHAT AM ፲ 
SUPPOSED 
TO SAY? I 
DON'T KNOW! 
I DON'T 
DARE INSULT 


SEVEN 
THOUSAND: 
IN TWO 
WEEKS-- 
FOURTEEN 
THOUSAND: 


THAT'S A TERM 1 SHOULD HAVE 
HITCHCOCK COINED KNOWN THAT! 
FOR THE OBJECT о THEY MUST. 
EVERYONE 15 OQ THINK I'M АМ 

AFTER INA 7 


ANYWAY, THEY AND 


THE BAD GUYS ARE ALL 


LOOKING FOR IT, AND 
MANY CARS AND 
BUILDINGS ARE 
DESTROYED IN THE 
PROCESS; WHAT WE'D 
USE YOU FOR. 


THAT SORT 
OF SUMS IT UP, 
ALTHOUGH THERE 
ARE OTHER 
LEVELS ТО THE 
STORY OF COURSE. 


TIME BY 
LOOKING 
QUT THE 
WINDOW. 


NOW, THIS WOULD BE SIX-DAY 
WEEKS... THERE'D BE SOME 
PREP WORK ON 
SATURPAYS. 


AND SOME 
NIGHTS. DID I NI 
Ny MENTION THAT? ACTUALLY 
THERE’RE OVER TWO WEEKS 
OF NIGHT SHOOTS. IF--- 
AH... THAT ISN'T 
CONVENIENT, 2 GUESS 
WE COULD UP ITA 
BIT FOR THAT. 


SA7..TEN 
THOUSAND A 


JUST FOR THE NIGHT 


WELL, ALL RIGHT, 
THEN, I SUPPOSE... 
I SUPPOSE WE 
COULD UP IT TO 
TEN FOR THE 
WHOLE SHOOT. 


SHOOT WEEKS, OF 
COURSE. 

HOW РОЕФ THAT 
SOUND? 


ASTOUNDING! 


BUT WITH 
ONLY A FIVE- 
WEEK GUARANTEE, 
IN THAT CASE. 


EIGHT GRAND 
FOR A SINGLE 
MONTH INSANE! 


SEVEN BIG ONES A Ш? 
WEEK! GRAB IT! / 
«СФ i 


OF COURSE, THIS 
15 CONTINGENT ON 
E E SORT OF 
DEMONSTRATION OF YOUR 
WORK. NOTHING TOO 
DIFFICULT. YOUR SCREEN JUST 
TEST, ЭС TO SPEAK. 


GOP, 

ТО NEGOTIATE SOMEWHERE. 
WE SHOULD HAVE ИМ CUT 
OUR DEAL WITH THE 
COMPLETION BOND PEOPLE 


s 


THE NEXT WEEK AT = 
“INDIAN РИМЕЗ7-- 
AN ARID LOCATION 

ሀ 
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WE'LL NEED 

YOU TO CONFER 

WITH OUR_EFFECTS 

MAN, IKE, ABOUT 
WHAT IT IS 

YOU'LL BE DOING. 


I'M GOING TO 
FAIL THIS TEST 
AND THERE 
WILL GO 
ANOTHER GREAT 
OPPORTUNITY. 
OH, WELL. 


I'LL HAVE ТО 
REMEMBER THAT 
STANDING-UP 

TRICK 2 


SCENE 45: THE BAT-MEN 
ATTACK... ИМ WIDE 
SHOTS WITH NO 
WIRES ОК 
HARNESSES. 


SCENE 12: MANN N — 
LIFTS A_BOULDER ! 
ON WHICH TWENTY 

WARRIORS ARE 


STANDING, PROFS 
IT INTO A LAKE. 
8/6 SPLASH. 


SCENE 115: MANN THROWS A CAR 
THROUGH THE SIDE OF A 

BUILDING WHERE CRANIAC'S 
MINIONS ARE HIDING- 


HNN SCENE Ils: 
| |] MANN 
ЩИ THROWS GIRDERS 


LIKE JAVELINS 

AT THE MINIONS 

IN THE EXPOSED 
AREA. 


Жо 
DEA EU 


இர்‌ 
Уур 


PLUS WE WON'T HAVE TO 
MOTORIZE CRANIAC'S 
CARRIAGE--HE CAN FUSH 
IT OR PULL IT. 


HERE'S A LIST OF 34 STAGE 


хин... PANTS 
EFFECTS YOUR PEOPLE i d 


КЕ STICKY 
FROM 
SWEATING IN 
THIS HEAT. 


ДООМ ZVYO-- AND 
CONCRETE CAN PO ALL 
QF THEM. 


AND WHO 


WELL, 
SIT DOWN 
ANYWAY. 


I SAY: WHY 
ARE YOU 
STANDING UP? 
IT MAKES 
ME UNEASY. 
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YOU PIP GREAT. BUT THAT PRICK 

GAVE WO INDICATION WHAT ድ 

THOUGHT, AND THAT'S ALL 
THAT MATTERS. 


1745 LIKE THIS. IT'S CALLED А 
"NEGATIVE PICK-UP.” 


READY ТО MAKE PRINTS 
FROM --FOR ELEVEN 
HE'S THE MILLION- 
EXECUTIVE 
PRODUCER? 


THE BANK LOANS US 
THE MONEY; AS WE 

SPEND ІТ, ATA RATE 
1 DON'T EVEN LIKE 
TO THINK ABOUT. 


THE BANK'S 
PEOPLE DECIDE 
IF WE CAN ACTUALLY 
MAKE THE FILM FOR THE 
MONEY BUDGETED. IF МОТ, 
THEY DEMANP SCRIPT CHANGES. 
WE EITHER CHANGE THE 
SCRIPT OR THEY DENY 
US THE COMPLETION 
БОМР--ТНАТ 15, THEY 
DON’T LEN 


из 
THE MONEY 


HOWEVER, THE 
STUDIO WANTS THE 
MOVIE 


AGREEMENT. 


NOT SORT 
WE HAVE 70 OF. YOU EITHER 
CONVINCE THE 
BANK WE CAN MAKE 
IT FOR ELEVEN MILLION. 


A MINOR-GOD'S-EYE-VIEW, MAG- 
NIFICATION STACKING UP THE 
STRUCTURES LIKE CARDS INA 
HUGE GAME OF CHANCE- 


о 

THAT NIGHT, CONCRETE 

CLIMBS THE HILLSIDE 

NEAR HIS WAREHOUSE-- 
A MIRACLE, 

LANP IN 

SIN! 


° 


UNDEVELOPED 
THE L-A. BA 


WITH THE MAGNIFICATION 
AND RESOLUTION OF HIS 
EYES, HE CAN TAKE INA 
THOUSAND 
IMPRESSIONS OF 
THE СПИ 


SOUNDS DRIFT UP... CAR HORNS, 

ENGINE KOARS, HELICOPTERS? 
MUSIC AMPLIFIED TO A 

DISTORTED, BUZZING BASS BEAT. 


TOO FAR AWAY TO HEAR, 
ITS REALITY TAKES A 
MOMENT TO SINK IN- 


I SHOULD GET 
DOWN THERE! 


BUT THE BLOCKS 
SWIFTLY PASZE 


ND ዘ 
MOVES IN--- 


URTHER 
THAN I 
HOUGHT. 


Тар ரத 
= 
тк WITH ALREADY. 


HURTLING 
PILES OF 
METAL... 


I WISH THEY'D CALL. THEY YOU KNOW WHAT А 
WERE SUPPOSED TO KNOW GO-AHEAD WILL 
TWO HOUKS AGO. MEAN, КОМ. 


le arik 


WE REMOVE 
THIS TAPE EACH 
DAY AND RUN АМ 

ANALYSIS ጋጅ 

THE PARTICLES 

IT PICKS UF 


И 


| 


1175 SO I САМ 
ESTABLISH YOU 
HAVE AN EVEN 
DISTRIBUTION OF 
THE MINERALS YOU 
PRECIPITATE TO 
YOUR CRUST. 
ЇЕ YOU WANT TO, YOU САМ 
HOLD THEM UP FORA 
FORTUNE. YOU'RE SAVING 
THEM A MILLION POLLARS-- 
AND THE МОМІЕ'5 KAPUT 


WITHOUT YOU. 
1775 ALREADY AN INDECENT “THE SHOW MUST 
AMOUNT OF MONEY; ANP GO ON.” 
ANYWAY, I GAVE МУ 
WORE. 
PLUS, I KIND ОЕ 
LIKE THE IDEA 
THAT IM SAVING A 


THE MOVIE: 


21) ДІ 


АДА 


WE'RE IN BUSINESS! 
PRE-PROPUCTION 
STARTS NEXT 
WEEK! 


TIME TO LOOK INTO 
WHAT I2-VOLT 
APPLIANCES WE NEED. 
WITH THIS MONEY ፲ 
CAN PUT UP THOSE 
PHOTOVOLTAICS I'VE 
BEEN WANTING! 


ANP 
WHO KNOWS? 
MAYBE 
А WINPMILL! 
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s CRANIAC'S 


THIS WILL ALWAYS 
BE TURNING, THE 
WIND CREATING 
AN UNDULATING 
MOTION IN THE 
HANGINGS. 


IT PAYS OFF 
WHEN ONE 
SHIFTS ENOUGH 
TO REVEAL 
MANN HIDING 
THERE. 


you 
С] DESIGNED 
ALL 


ва 


HE SUGGESTED 
HANGINGS, RATHER 
THAN THE SCULPTURES 
: REALLY, BUT SOMETIME 
IN THE SIXTIES TITLE 
INFLATION SET IN. 


PIRECTOR, 
STROUD. 


TECHNICALLY IM 
RESPONSIBLE FOR EVERY 


THE SET DECORATOR ІРО 
ALL THE WORK WHILE ፲ 
SIP_MARTINIS WITH 
THE DIRECTOR. 
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HARDLY THINK SO. YOU 
IP THIS ARTWORK--AND 
1175 BEAUTIFUL! 


THANKS. IM 
HAPPY TO SAY THIS 
STUFF_CHANGED THE 
STUDIOS MIND AFTER 

THEY'D DECIDED 
ТО PULL THE FLUG- 


ОН, YOU PIP. BUT A MOVIE ISA 
т CREATURE, NEEDING 


TIME AND 


THIS AND THAT. WE HAVE \ | 
EXPRESSION: 


SO WHAT WILL 
AN 

“THE АКТ DEPARTMENT 

5 15 THE MOVING 


YOU BE WANTING 
OF MEP 


ТИ 


Z 


WELL, I'LL BE GLAD ТО 
HAUL RUBBLE AND 
WHATEVER-- THOUGH 
THE EFFECTS ARE, 1 
PREZIME? ፒጋዎ 


KS мәе мг 
2222 iy ጊ 
ያመው 2 И EM 


prat =—— 50 
PF I WOULDN'T N 

Re EXPECT THEY'LL 
А \ TAKE UP ALL 
А YOUR TIME. 


WELL, YOU'RE SAVING THE SHOW А COOL 
MILLION TWO -- MONEY THAT WOULD GO 
THROUGH /KE“S HANDS --- 


say Y JUST WATCH. IKE'LL 
FINP ALL SORTS OF 


DO THIS GAG OR 
THAT GAG. | 
NOT АТ FIRST-- 
Е 


CANCEL THE 
SHOW. 


---TO ALL 
HUIS 
VENDORS, ALL 
TU 


А 
i 
WOE “Q 


S 

\ шиг 
«Ne 2 
1 


YEAH, YOU'RE INTERFERING 
WITH SOME SEKIOUS BACK- 


=> 


THIS LEVEL, FOR THEM TO 
HAVE SEVERAL SHOWS 
GOING AT ONCE. 


асыу 
YOU MIGHT 


PARTIES WOULD 
ENJOY SEEING y 
YOU SCREW UP oC இ 


27 


BETTER BE 
ALERT. 


መኒ 


WW 


入 
Бұ 
zw 
ዕስ 
DS 


š 
ше 
wg 
34 
3. 
2 
Ш 
NY 
0 


CERTAINLY 


29 


28 


PROFESSOR 
BUCHNER? 
ஆப்‌ 


у رس‎ 
Р 


OH! DR. 
VONNEGUT! 


IM SO PLEASED TO MEET ОН, A LOT OF MY WORK REALLY! BY THE WAY, 
YOU... АМР SURPRISED, HAS BEEN OUTSIDE OF ARE YOU KELATED ТО 
THE MAINSTREAM, BERNARD VONNEGUT, 


FRANKLY! 


you 
AFFILIATED 
LY WITH THE NSA, 
AREN'T YOU? THAT'S 
ESTABLISHMENT 


NO, NOR THE 
TER. GOODNESS... 


MUCH ENTHUSIASM WRI - 
ARE ALL THESE FOR МЕ? А 


እ IN THOSE CIRCLES. 


THEY'RE GETTING BUSY! 
NO PARKING IN SIGHT. 
WHY DON'T I LET 


YOU OFF HERE? 
| 
CON, 


سے 


AUL 
HAKTSFIELC, 
QU 
“PAINTER 
ITH 


WIT 
LIGHT.” 4 


WHAT SORT OF LOOK 
DO YOU HAVE 
PLANNED? 


BUT NECESSARY. WHEN 
THE FILM ROLLS, EVERY- 

THING'S GOTTA BE RIGHT-- 
INCLUDING THE FILM 

ITSELF CAN'T HAVE “EM 
ALL WAITING AROUND 
BECAUSE SOMEBODY 
MIXED UPA 
DELIVER” 


WE'RE STILL 
DECIDING. ONE IDEA 
15 ТО SATURATE THE 

COLOR WHEN THE 
FANTASY CHARACTERS 
ARE ONSCREEN, ANP 

DESATURATE 


SATURATE? 50 1175 ALMOST 
GRAY. PLUS COOL, 

NEUTRAL 

LIGHTING. 


I/D LIKE ТО KEEP THINGS 
HYPOTHETICAL. 


EXACTLY SHOWING SCIENTIFIC SKEPTICISM FOR 
EVIDENCE OF LITERATURE-- NOT NOW. 


EXTREME QUITE SO 
WHAT I'M 


` 


FOR THE ЗАКЕ ОЕ 
DISCUSSION, LET'S SAY 
I HAVE A CLAM, WHICH 
SLOUGHS OFF ITS 
OUTER LAYER OF SHELL 
AT A CONSTANT 


THIS MATERIAL --- PART OF THAT'S THE NO MATTER. I HAVE 
WELL..-IT^5 NOT EUROPEAN STYLE ОР REASON TO SUSPEND 


CONSCIOUS OF 


STRUGGLING WITH 
NOW 


15 
EXPERIMENTAL 
DESIGN. 


PLUS, THE 

TRANSLATION 
IS LESS 

THAN IDEAL. 


[ 


SOUNDS 
SIMPLE. 


GET A GROUP FROM A : 
SINGLE SOURCE, SACRIFICE 
A THIRD AND MEASURE 
THE CALCIUM CARBONATE IN 
HARD AND SOFT TISSUES... 
YOUR BASELINE. 


THAT'S A 
PROBLEM, ALL 


FEED AT 
DIET, AND A THIRD А 
CALCIUM- STARVED DIET. 
SAVE THE SLOUGHED-OFF 
MATERIAL. MEASURE IT. 
THEN SACRIFICE THE TWO 
GROUPS AND COMFARE 
THEIR TOTAL CALCIUM IN 
BOTH HARP AND SOFT 
TISSUES. 


DON'T THINK 

፲ CAN SAVE 
ALL THE 
SLOUGHEDP- 


OFF 
MATERIAL. 


SUBJECT--AND 
I CAN'T 
SACRIFICE IT. 


ОР 
COURSE. 


AND THERE 
ARE A 
NUMBER OF 
ELEMENTS 
INVOLVED. 


THERE'S А HUGE 
AMOUNT OF 

MATERIAL PASSED 
THROUGH THE 

SYSTEM, THOUGH. 


HOW MUCH? HOW OFTEN 
15 THE EQUIVALENT OF 
THE TOTAL MASS 
REPLACED? 


_ WOLF, MEET 
CONCKETE--IF 
YOU DON'T LAY 
QFF' THOSE 
STEROIPS, YOU 

MAY END UP 
LOOKING 
LIKE HIM! 


BE CAREFUL; 


VUN SIDE-EFFECT | 


15 SUPPEN, 
VIOLENT RAGES! 


COULD DETECT ІТ WITH 
EVEN A FRACTIONAL 
SAMPLE OF THE 
SHELL-SHEDDINGS. 


CONCRETE, MEET THE MAN THEY 
CALL WHEN THEY CAN'T СЕТ 
SCHWARZENEGGER--WOLF 
ኑ HULTGREN! 


1 
\ HAH! SCHWARZE- | 


NEGGER VILL BEA 
HAS-BEEN AFTER MY 
NEXT TWO PICTURES! 


LIKE HULTGREN! 
WHO'S 
HULTGREN? 


f 
И 


7—0 


NS 


SA 
(4 


SS 
а 


THANKS SO MUCH. நாட்ட NO RUSH. YOU COULD 2 PERHAPS ОМ 
GET THESE BACK ТО YOU ALWAYS MAIL IT TO ME. A PERSONAL, 


BEFORE YOU HAVE TO I WOULD LIKE TO SEE ÉATHER THAN 
LEAVE. ТНЕБ ТЕ 


YOU AGAIN; 


THOUGH. ә ë FESSIONAL, 
ЖАЯ): BASIS? 


HAVEN'T 17 


First 
NIGHT OF 
SHOOTING. | 


A GENERATOR DRONES. А HUM 
OF TENSION UNDERLIES IT, AS 
A HUGE TEAM ASSEMBLES FOR 
THE FIRST TIME, EACH MEMBER 
SIZING UP THE OTHERS... 


BLUNDER? WILL 2 CAUSE 
A DELAY, BE CAUGHT 


EACH THINKING, “WILL Z 
UNREADY?” 


ROBERT 
FARLING! 


IT ISN'T 
REAL 
SMOKE...IT'5 
SUSPENDED 
PARTICLES 
OF OIL. 


AS WITH ALL LIFES BEST 
MOMENTS, ITIS A MIX OF 
БЕЛЕ AN PLEASURE, 
N 
Е P PROMISE. DISAPPOINTMENT, 
FRUSTRATION, 
WILL COME LATER. 


ОРЖ асч 


зз 


YOU'VE READ YOUR CREW \ HI. I KNOW YOU'VE PRACTICED THIS 
LIST. THE PIRECTOR WOULD \\ WITH IKE, BUT I LIKE PEOPLE ТО 
SECONDP LIKE TO RUN THROUGH N KNOW WHY THEY'RE DOING WHAT 
ASSISTANT YOUR WORK томент. THEY'RE DOING. 
DIRECTOR, HE'S THIS WAY. 


MAX, HAVE 
YOU GOT 
CONCRETE? 


OKAY, THIS 15 IMPORTANT. 
IT'S ALL А SINGLE SHOT, 
NO CUTS. MANN RUNS IN, 
PICKS UP THE CAR--- 
WE DOLLY ALONG WITH 
HIM, MOVING 
CLOSER... 


НЕ HAS А 
LINE HERE, 
WHEN WE'RE 
CLOSEST--- 


BRING HIM 
BY THE STUNT 
TRUCK WHEN 
YOU'RE DONE. 


\/ THEN WE MOVE 
BACK OUT 

BEFORE THE 

THROW. 


HERE'S 


CARRIAGE 
BEFORE WE 
CLOBBER 


THE OTHER 
SHOT 15 
BEHIND HIM, 
LOOKING UF, AS 
HE RUNS AT 
CRANIAC. 


TIP THE 

CAR THIS 
WAY AND THAT 

AS YOU ЕОМ... 
IT'LL LOOK BETTER. 


WE COULD 


BUT WHO'LL LOOP 
GET STACY 


HIS LINES IN 
POST- 
PRODUCTION? 


SAVE THAT FOR 
THE LAST 
NIGHT. 


JUST DON'T KILL 
OUR STAR OUR 
பதப்‌ NIGHT 


вот 
DON'T FORGET, 
EITHER. 


\ 


\ 
В r 
МА i: : ` 


Ж STACY KEACH WAS HIRED TO LOOP ALL OF STA, 
KLINTON SPILSBURY'S LINES (N THE A98/ LA 
THE LEGEND OF THE LONE RANGER. THIS PUTA 
CLOUD OVER THE YOUNG DISCOVERY" CAREER. 
(WHOS KLINTON SPILEBURY FD 


\ [ | 


1 НЕАР, YEAH, BUT A COUPLE ОР TESTS THAT'S ІТ... SLOWLY. NOW. 
WE'RE THE NOW COULD SAVE US PROP THIS AND WE SCREW 
LAST A HEADACHE. HALF TONIGHT’S SHOOT. 
SHOTS — 
QUIET. 


TONIGHT, 55 7 TRY NOT TO LET 
IKE. THE FORK WIGGLE PLEASE! RUN- 
இஃ IN THE SOCKETS. THROUGH. 
ж WE HAVE ТО 


SHOULD 
I PUT THIS 
DOWN? 


NO--IT'5 
JUST ል RUN- 
THROUGH. NOW 
STAND 
ur 


REPLACE THE TAIL 
LIGHTS FOR 
THE CRASH 


50, 
CRANIHACK.. 
NO, VAIT.-- 
SCHEISS! 


SPEED! 


QUIET, 


THE PRODUCTION 


ASSISTANTS’ PLEASE! 

பான்‌ ና | Ы 

NNOU ! 
CONCRETE 


WARNING IN 


UNISON, ANP EACH р WONDERS. ІКЕ(> 


EXPRESSION 15 
BLANK-- BUT DIP 
HE PLAN THIS 
FOR A REASON? 


PLEASE! 
THIS 15 
PICTURE! 


Л. c А CLANGING BELL 
eu SOUNDS, AND A 
š ШД HUNDRED ACTIVITIES 
Ye d CEASE AT ONCE: 
ፊን N 4 WHAT HAPPENS NEXT 
% 5 а SEEMS THE MOST 
w 39 IMPORTANT THING 
1 ሠ IN THE WORLD- 


BUT, SLOWLY. THEIR EYES REVEAL SOME- 

THING ELSE. FOR CONCRETE DOESN'T 

MOVE, РОЕЗ МТ SWEAT, DOESN'T SHAKE. 

HE 15 NO LONGER AN IMAGE ON A TV 
SCREEN..- 


THE FIRST TAKE OF THE 
FIRST SHOT--A PERFECT 
TIME ТО DROP A CAR, 
ESTABLISHING HIS 
INEPTITUDE IN EVERY- 
ONE'S MINE. 


THEY 
WATCH HIM, 
LOOKING FOR 
STRAIN-.-- 


--- NO LONGER A JOKE IN A LATE-NIGHT 

MONOLOGUE. HE IS A MAN HOLDING OVER 

А ТОМ OF ሸም መ መ መርም WITHOUT 
RT. 


ይር 
5௦ VE 
FINALLY 
MEET! 
622 


THE CAR DESCENDS WITH THE GENTLE 
TRIUMPH OF A SNOWFLAKE STILL INTACT 
AFTER ITS LONG JOURNEY TO EARTH. 


Е-Е 


—— 


SI 
ஆ ஆல 
( 
7 ы“ 
š ч, ES 


\ Š 


WE'RE GONNA HAVE | 
ROAD PIZZA FOR A 
STAR IÉ THIS 
THING DOESN'T 
HOLDS 
7 
ብ 4 


THE NIGHT WEARS ON. SETUPS 
CHANGE. THE NOVELTY BEGINS 上 一 
TO FADE. FATIGUE GROWS. 


І CAN'T 
: DECIDE 
< RANIAC 
Z <= СОМСКЕ ሪ 2 
ட்‌ பணை: 
3 ட 
22 Зэр 
ФАН 
V 
ле rm 


Ree) 
Wh 


) 

алых 

и 
зв 


EQUIPIMENTS 


i 


5 
ІЗІН 


FINALLY, THE STRAINING, 
TIME COMES. ட | LIFTING! 
ALL EYES 4 
KE ON 
ЕСІ CONCRETE. 


ALL RIGHT, 
PEOPLE. LET 
HAVE A RUN- 

THROUGH! 


ANP... GOOD! EY, PAUL! KENT! УУНАТ”УА 

EVERYBODY GLA THINK OF PUTTING A 

BACK. ART STRONGER BACKLIGHT 
РЕРАКТ- - ርጋ ON THE GLASS? 


“ஜூ | WHERE'D YOU GET 
Y IT, ROBERT? 
5 7 
ል 


FASTER, FASTER 
THEY GO... 


JUST LIKE 
BEFORE... 
SLOWLY... 


HULTGREN HEAVES| E 
THE CAR 
CONVINCINGL” 
GLASS 
CORUSCATES 
IN THE LIGHT. 


GREAT GLASS, 
STEVE. THAT'LL 
LEAD THE REVIEWS..- 
“DATASNOUTE 
DARINGLY FILLS 
THE SCREEN WITH 
GLITTERING 


GLASS 
ЕҢ Әм. FRAGMENTS...” 2 
பா 
ALL RIGHT. 


NICE WORK, 
CONCRETE. 


YEAH, І WASN'T SURE ABOUT YOU, OUR WORST FEARS CONFIRMED, р 
BUT OBVIOUSLY YOU'RE GOING TO РАУІР РИТЕАМ AAS BEEN 
WORK OUT JUST FINE. NAMED HEAD OF THE STUDIO. 


I'M HOLDING FOR HIM... 


HE'S A PRODUCER 
OF PRESTIGE FILMS-— 
CHARIOTS OF FLAME: 
THE PYING FELL Se 


THAT'S IT, ህ HE'S WITHDRAWING 
PEOPLE. THE BACKING. WE'RE 


WHAT'S THE 


PROBLEM? 
SS 
FT (ы 


WELVE 
MILLION? 
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HAINZEL 
.. I have vowed 


MM 


| 


ያ ' | | 
ШІ 


e 


/ 
7 


ST 


ጋ LL 


e 


Concrete has found that he likes being part of 

the crew, doing the lifting and throwing that 

will make Mann, Star-Lord Supreme 
seem like a superhero on screen. So he was 
stunned when the film was shut down by a 
high-minded studio chief. 
In need of funds, Concrete 
has hired out his remarkable 
strength to a film company shooting a fantasy 
film called Rulers of the Omniverse. 


П not quite sure why. | 


TET 


ureen Vonnegut, the biologist who monitors Фи 
Concrete’s alien body, has consulted (against the orders of her В 
superiors) an expert in biological transmut 


22 52, 


...а field of study so far from the 2 
mainstream that establishment science 

denies the phenomenon actually exists. 

Maureen thinks it may be happening in 

F] Concrete's body оп а massive scale. 


Since Concrete’s physiology is classified, 
she risks her position, perhaps her 
career, to press this line of inquiry. 


MTS 


о 


= 


FRAGILE 
CREATURE 


QUIET, PLEASE! THIS 
15 PICTURE! 


HAH! IF 
THERE ISN'T АМ 
OSCAR IN IT, HE'S 
NOT INTERESTED! 


46 


THIS 15 WHAT ம்‌ AND SO, CARTOON 
APPENED. 


பு] 


8009000000 


WE'RE А 
FOX PICTURE 
NOW, NOT 
MGM. FASTEST 
“TURNAROUND” EVER. 


ና 

WELL, THE SO І HEAR! ሃሃ 

AKT Y АМР IT LOOKS HAT'S A HOLD ON 

DEPARTMENT GREAT, THEY ERE! 
AND I PUT 54% д ! 

IN A FEW 

- ев (У 
rye தி 


REAT 
RUBBLE! 


Y ፲ LIVED 
WITH A 

NOVELIST 
FOR A 


MOST 
DEPRESSIVE GUY 
I'M LARRY 1 EVER MET. 
MUNRO. ፲ WORK A DREARY 
WITH CONCRETE; | PERSON TO BE 
ALTHOUGH | AROUND 

WRITING NOVELS 

15 MY REAL 

PROFESSION. 


т TT] His BOOKS WERE 
FUNNY, THOUGH. 
THANKS AGAIN; 

LARRY! ‘BYE! 


\ > 
በ = = 3 


YOU самт 
ANESTHETIZE 
HIM? 


I CAN'T 
CAN'T. 
DISSECT, 


COURSE. 


NOT SO FAR. І HAVEN'T PERHAFS A TOUGH METAL 
PRESSED TOO HARP ON ТІ м 5 ር ርጋ SHEATH... AND A 
THAT SCORE --OBVIOUSLY, EX жим GL NS... 
I DON'T WANT HIM 
AT RISK. 


DON'T ASK 
ME ZHAT 
STOR” 


48 


TUS 15 SO DIFFERENT Y ^ > SO PO I--YOU 


КОМ МУ QUARTERLY HAVE YOUR OWN 
REVIEWS! / - ROSETTA STONE, YOUR 


PERSONAL GALILEO 

GET SUGGESTIONS PROBE. 

LIKE THAT, BUT ALWAYS 

WITH THE IMPLICATION 
I'VE SLIPPED UF, 

MISSED THE OBVIOUS. 


ACTUALLY 
I ፐ 
IT WAS 

CONCRETE. 


RO--UH-- CONCRETE 15 А THAT SOUNPS AWFUL. BUT I MENTION A 
ЕЕ Е IM 


N, AND COPES EEL LIK 
WITH HIS CONPITION BRINGING BACK REPORTS MIRACLE, АМР 
WITH CONSIDERABLE FROM AN UNPISCOVERED HIS EYES GLAZE 
GRACE CONTINENT, ANP HE OVER. 


SUBJECT, 
BUT NOT MY 


FELLOW 
EXPLORER. 


/ ™ 


NC 3 


` 
N 
\ 


D 


CAN'T TALK 
ABOUT. 


HE ISN'T 
SCIENTIFICALLY 
ЕРИСАТЕР. 


MAUREEN, LISTEN. 
A DISINHIBITING YOUR OPENNESS 


EFFECT ON МУ 


WIT 
TONGUE, PROFESSOR CONSIDER A 
BUCHNER. 


EI 


SACRED TRUST... 


ANP SO 1 HAVE N I'VE BEEN ACTIVE 
TO TELL YOU h 
SOMETHING. 


0 


NN. Я 
| | Ж 
411217) SECURITY 
| / RISK, 
Ip IM AFRAID. 
МИ 


从 


CAREFUL! 
GET HIS 
BLASTER! 


---AS SACRED 


I'VE МАРЕ 
SFE CHE G- I'VE 


ARRESTEP. 


[መጨ N. 


ч 55 ከክር 5 
. ; ) 


ኣኒ 
4 


Ni 


аваг 


| k 
DOOR, WILL Ё 
Y | тои? (? В VA 
| Eno Іш வு 
n | :ወ- Г ከኒ ZA ` 11 
ፌ ) Г 3 


| 
| 
E ኒ Та እ 
MAKE 
ட்ட ыы கர Aha 
ነ a | 


І HOPE YOU DON'T MIN? 
Р ፲ CHANGE WHILE | 
WE TALK. 
"d 1 2 
/ 
/х 


5. 
СА а 


Z 
“ATS 50 NICE / 
ще FEEL SO SAFE 


YOU KNOW--A BIG 
BROTHER SORT 
г. OF THING. 
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T 
Wf YOU SURE WORK HARD AROUND HERE! 
1 SAW YOU MOVING ALL THAT STUFF 
FOR THE LIGHTING CREW. 


THEY WERE 
LESS THAN 
THRILLED 

ITH ME. 


í D Р 
VS 
7 
А JJ 
MA Nr NN. 124 
SY Ñ wil 
УОЛ (| 
NOS SAN 
விதி... 
WELL, YOU WERE GOOD TLY. TT 
TO LEND A HAND. HONESTY ED 
ES 


YOU SEE, 
I NEED 
SOME HELP, 
TOO. 


I... I'M NOT SURE 
1 CAN SAY IT 
OUT LOUP. 


THREE PAYS LATER.-- 


BILL, THE 


Аат 
CITIES. 


7 : ЗЭЭР w 
N 7 | “нэ | \ V ' 


QU DON'T HAVE 


нема SOMETHING TELLS 
GOOD NEWS. 


SEN 
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Ё Y 


CHECK. ROBERT, 
YOU'VE GOT 
FIFTEE 


TEEN 
MINUTES. 


ኣ ТА!- 
` ( REPORT! 


THE PANES мэс HIM 
SHOOTING BECAUSE OF 
THE TIME WE 
LOST. 


WITHOUT POING 
SERIOUS DAMAGE TO 
YOUR MOVIE. 


ADAM! 
HOWS IT 
SWINGIN‘? 


~ 


та ч Sey 
NS eu 


SORRY 
CONCRETE? 
YOU 
READY? 


J WHAT'S THE 
GAG? THERE A 
እ 


ТУ CREW 
CUT ТНЕКЕ? 


YOU SURE 
YOU GOT 
THE RIGHT 
PLACE? 


JUST WHAT THE 
HELL РО YOU 


JUST LOOK AT ALL 
THIS EQUIFMENT! ANP 
THESE VIDEO 
TAPES 


WANT? 


LIONEL, 
WHO 15 п--? 
GEEEEEKY/ 


(--векмісеу 
(УМСНЕВ-- 


Ж 


ж 


1S 747 WHAT THIS ISA 
ዛ 
SHELF IN THE MIPPLE. 


I WISH I 
COULP’VE SEEN 
HIS FACE WHEN 

HE HEARD INTO BEING 
ABOUT. TAPER. 
BERNICE. 


Бин 


ii 


THE M 
DIRECTOR'S ኻኣ 
ABSOLUTELY N 
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EUN 
[—. 
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THERE/RE 
EVEN RUMORS 
THAT НЕ 
MIGHT ВЕ... 


BANK 
| vu PIRECT OUR 
டை MOVE? | 


LETS 
CLOSE THE 
POOR. 


YEAH, 
THREATENING TO 
TAKE AWAY OUR 
GAS--ANP_YOU 
CAN'T DRIVE АТ 
ALL WITHOUT. 
GASI 


ALL I/M SAYING, STEVE, IS THAT 
WHEN A GRIZZLY BEAR IS 

THROWING HIMSELF AT YOUR 

CAR WINDOW, IT MAKES SENSE 


TO TOSS HIM А TWINKIE 
WHILE YOU RESTART 
YOUR MOTOR. 


LISTEN. THOSE SCENES SET UP CHARACTER, 
HE ENTIRE 222/2 OF THE ENDING, ANP ALL 
WE HAVE FOR А 7HEME IN THIS ГРАММ 
COMIC-BOOK OF A MOVIE! 


THATS NO 
TWINKIE-- 1745 
YOUR STEERING 


ANP СЕ 


Y 
TEAM ITD 
BE LIKE PUTTING 
VICE-GRIPS ОМ 
YOUR STEERING 
COLUMN ANP 
SHIFT-- NOT 
PERFECT, BUT 
YOU COULD 
STILL DRIVE! 


IT’S LIKE THE 
GRIZZLY BEAR IS 
PUNCTURING 
ALL OUR TIRES 
WITH HIS 
TEETH. OR--- 


7 
WHEEL 


SHIFTS 


YES, LIKE THAT SCENE 
THAT SAVED DAVID? LEAN 
50 MUCH MONET: " BOY, 

ABPUL, THAT SURE 

WAS A DRY, HARP 
TREK ACROSS 
THE PESERT!^ 


“YEAH, BUT НЕКЕ 
WE АКЕ, FINALLY АТ 


ዳ 
YOU CAN MAKE 
THOSE STORY 
ANP CHARACTER 
POINTS IN A SHORT 


YOU'RE BEING FACETIOUS, STEVE; 
BUT YOU PROVE THE FOINT. YOU'RE 
A GREAT WRITER-- YOU COULD WRITE 
A DIALOGUE SCENE THAT WOULD 
COVER THIS ІМ HALF AN HOUR. 


YEAH, BUT 
YOU'RE FORGETTING 
ONE THING. 
HAVE YOU HEARD? 
3 WOLF TRYING ТО 
7) PELIVER PIALOGUE? 


AQABA. TOO BAP 
LAWRENCE HAD ТО 
SHOOT THE GUY WHO 
SAVEP HIS LIFE; 
THOUGH, TO KEEP 
OUR TRIBES 
UNITED.” 


--- WOLF TRYING 
ТО PELIVER 
DIALOGUE? 


CONCRETE PRACTICES 
CARRYING 
THE ROCK FOR HIS 
BIG STUNT AT 
DAYS ENP. 


SMOOTH 
AND STEADY... 
I WILL wor 
PROP THIS 

ON WOLF... 


ALL RIGHT, 
аан THIS 


PICTURE! 


THIS HE THROWS INTO THE 
RIVER, NOT KNOWING THAT 
р DUE TO THE COSMIC 
| | CORE IT HAS BECOME A 
GATEWAY TO THE 
FOUNTAIN IN FRONT OF THE 
DOROTHY CHANPLER 
//| PAVILION OF THE LOS 
ANGELES MUSIC CENTER. 


CAMERA 
TWO ROLLING! 
ROLLING! 


| OH! WELL! 


| еве ow 
: 
HARA, ப்‌ 
KNOCK? HITTABLE SHIELDS ነ 
FOR WARRIORS 
A, É, C AND Р. 
WOULD MY. 
TRUCK’S HUB- 
CAPS BE OKAY? | 
WE CAN PAINT 


“EM BY ANP 
WE'LL SEE. 


THE SCENE [ጋ 
STRUCTURED TO 
RESOLVE WITH 
MANN MAKING A 
SEEMING LAST 
5ТАМР ON A 
LARGE BOULDER. 


HE TRICKS 
THE CLOT OF 
WARRIORS 


TO FINISH HIM 
BY HOPPING 
OFF THE 
BOULDER 
ANP LIFTING 
IT, WITH THE 
WARRIORS 
STILLON IT. 


SMOOTH 
ANP 
STEADY... 


CAMERA 


THREE CAMERA 
ROLLING! FOUR 


THE FINAL SPECTACULAR 
SHOT CALLS FOR 
CONCRETE TO JUMP OFF 
THE CLIFF BENEATH THE 
BOULPER AS WOLF 
STAYS BEHIND, 
SEEMINGLY HAVING 
THROWN THE ROCK 
HIMSELF. 
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መ 
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[2 Ys „АХ. \\ | 
@ அத М0 А 
ALL RIGHT. THIS SHOWS 
TAFE ОМ СОМСЕЕТЕ”5 
> вор” 


| THAT'S NECES- 
1. Right inside elbow SAR” 


2.Left inside elbow 
3. Right inner thigh 
4. Left inner thigh 
5.Right top of foot 
6.Left top of foot 


| 


YES, 
OOP. 
ፖ 
ANYWAY, ONCE 
HES 
EATEN IT 
THE PAST 


I HAVE A CONCRETE MIGHT 

MONTH OF THESE, WELL REVERSE 
I THOUGHT I/D THAT. 

POUBLE THE IRON 


ТУ) 


y 


= AY 


LARRY -- 
WHAT NEXT? 


“ላ IN THREES, 


> Š Ж 


ТНЕЭЕ 
THINGS ARE 
HEAVYS 
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V 
YEAH, STUPID BUT LUCKY 17/5 MY РАШТ | YOU KNOW THEY SEND 
PROBABLY NOTHING WOULDP'VE| YOU WERE EVEN ARMY SURGEONS TO 
HAPPENED IF WE НАРМ?Т ሠ THIS WAR TRAIN IN SOUTH 
PANICKED. WE COULD'VE CENTRAL L.A. HOSPITALS? 


BEBE ር ull ne Sur மிகு 
HOOTINGS HERE 
GOT OUT OF IT Д ANP THEN HITTING A CAR ШІ! ANNUALLY THAN IN 


WITH ONLY A | አ மத்ய А coe ; АШУ Т 
KNOCK_ON Ш T 
THE HEAP АМ? АА THEY GOT МАР. - 


NO, WOLF, 
THAT'S WOT 
WHAT IM 
SAYING. 


THATS RIGHT--IT Ñ 
WASN'T IN THE 
SCRIPT YOU 


MANN‘S COMRADE, 
KO, HAS HIS SWORD 
ARM BLESSED ЭС 
THAT IT WILL NEVER 
TIRE. WHEN HE'S 

KILLED, THEY SEVER 
IT AND HAINZEL 
CARRIES IT INTO 
BATTLE TIED TO 
A BOARP. 


I NEARLY PROWN 
YOU TWO IN THE 
ATLANTIC ANP FREEZE 

YOU ON THE SLOPES 
OF EVEREST--NOW 1 
CAUSE YOU TO RUN 
AFOUL OF A 
STREET GANG. 


I WOULDN'T 
WANT TO MISS A 
MINUTE ОР... 


WHAT IS 
THAT 77 


7 CHECKED YOUR 
HOMEOWNER'S POLICY- 
YOU HAVE 300,000 
IN LIABILITY. YOUR 
LAWYER SAYS YOU 
SHOULD HAVE AT 
LEAST A MILLION. , 


THAT REMINDS ME--YOUR SOLAR GUY 
DOESN’T HAVE ANY SKULL FRACTURE. 
JUST BROKEN RIBS, ARM 
AND WRIST. 


PROBLEMS 
DON'T SHOW 
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YOUR 
LAWYER SAYS 
AWARPS FOR 
BACK 
PROBLEMS 
ARE IN THE 
MILLION 
DOLLAR 
RANGE..- 


IKE! І DIPN'T\_( HELLO. HEARD ABOUT WHAT САМ” JUST THOUGHT I/D FASS 
SEE YOU come | ኣ YOUR TROUBLE POWN WE PO 

ПР. LARRY. THE STREET. FOR YOU, 
THIS 15 МУ " IKEZ 
BOSS, THE MAYBE IT ጊ | 

STUNT WOULDN'T HAVE | 
СООЕРІМА- BEEN А PROBLEM 

TOR. IF YOU'D НАР 
A GUN. 


о 
SCREWUPS 
TONIGHT, 
OKAY? 


IKE'5 NOT TOO CRAZY ABOUT 
ME BEING ON THE SHOW. A LOT 
OF WHAT IM POING 
COULU'VE BEEN РОМЕ BY HIS 
BUPPIES, TO THEIR 
ENRICHMENT: 


THE ART CREW 
BUILT ІТ AROUND 
A PIPE FRAMEWORK 


am 7 2 
ТИ 
МУ 


22 


с தி 


| 
ШІ i 


ONE HUNDRED AE 


SUPERVISED! NOW THAT GY E IT'S A WELL-KNOWN PRINCIPLE | | WELL, IF HE TRIES 
THE E BANKING SYSTEM? ее THE HANDS ОР THOSE WHO 5 
NKIN 
т ате З, 2 HAVE THE MONEY: 
MOVIES NOW! WITH M 
YOU DIDN'T TOSS THIS 
GUY А TWINKIE- 
RICHARP--YOU HANDED 
HIM OUR BALLS! 


EE 


ALL RIGHT! 
RUN-THROUGH, 
EVERYBODY! 


QUIET, 
PLEASE! RUN- 
THROUGH! 


4 ARE YOU 
NEEDED я BUT LETS 
FOR THIS SHOT? р WATCH ANYWAY- 
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THAT ISN'T 
VERY HEROIC, 
STEVE. 
MANN தத 
A HERO. 
WEG 
2-3 
7 X 
2 


МО, NO---F4LL 2 ኣዳ 
SS m | Ч” 
2 EIN = ЁС 
ОҮЕК- ом. 4 2225 ய்‌ 
ИМ МЕГИ ' ~ 
k 
இ ட = 


YEAH, BUT THIS 
IS THE BIG REVEAL 
ОР ደጋ“2 SWORD 
ARM... IF YOU'RE 

NOT IN TROUBLE 
THERE'S NO SET-UP! 


= i x 2 | 
= 0 
GET THAT 
AWAY FROM 
9 ME! 
< 
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2 A STRANGE SORT OF ARE YOU 
ROLLING? 


AFTERWARPS IT WAS AGREED THERE PAUL 
WA 2 
» INEVITABILIT7Z ABOUT ІТ ALL... 


p cum а. 4 
7 THE BREAK IN THE TENSION WAS 
ALMOST WELCOME, THOUGH 
IT SPELLED DISASTER. 


WHY PIP WOLF 
PROVOKE IT? ONE 
ANALYST POINTED 

UT HE 


о 
WAS ALREADY 
CONTE ACES FOR 


WEE 
ALREAD? 


WOULD STEVE BE SO LUCKY? CONCRETE 
THOUGHT HE WAS LUCKY TO BE ALIVE. 
THE SEPT НАР МО EDGE, BUT WOLF 
WAS WELL ABLE TO INFLICT DAMAGE. MY бог! 
НЕ (6 
STRONG! 


IT WAS SUGGESTED STEVE MIGHT HAVE 
SUKVIVEP-- WOLF НАР DRAWN FIRST BLOOD, 
AFTER ALL--IF NOT FOR WHAT HE PIP NEXT. 


PATASNOUTE! 3 WILL 
NOT TOLERATE THIS 
APOLESCENT 
BEHAVIOR ОМ... 


"MY ЭЕТ” SOME 
PEOPLE HEARD, 
ALTHOUGH 
OTHERS SAIP IT 
WAS JUST 
“THIS SET." 
EITHER WAY, IT 
| WAS ENOUGH. 


HARTSFIELD 
ACTUALLY SWUNG 
THE CAMERA 
AROUND. DAILIES 


ATTENDED EVER. 
IT WAS АМ 


ABSURPLY 
CINEMATIC TOUCH, 
THE PAPERS 


Е 
FLYING ABOUT... 


SS 


! / 


j 74 
і | 
X a. 
y = К 8 1 ኒ 
Іш | \ 


SCRIPT PAGES; BUT 
COMPUTER PRINTOUTS OF 
THE LATEST BUPGET. 
“SAME DIFFERENCE,” SAID 
THE POET. 


69 


ONCE ҒІКЕР, STEVE STALKED 
OFF TO HIS CAR. PEOPLE 
ACCUSTOMED TO INSTANTLY 
FULFILLING HIS ORDERS 
NOW DREW BACK, AVOIDING 
CONTACT WITH THE LEPER. 

D 


су 


ነ Ke 


WELL, I 
CAN'T SAY 1M 
SURPRISED. 


K 5 SET 
2 PREDATOR - 


THAT'D 
GIVE YOU CONFI- 
DENCE. 


1,000, OOO 
-300,000 
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THERE WAS 
ONLY, ONE 


WE... WE HAVE A GREAT 
RACE CAR; WE 
GREAT PIT СКЕУУ-- 
WE МЕЕР ISA 
REPLACEMENT 
PRIVER- 
LOOK, ITS 


FRIDAY. GIVE US 
TILL MONDAY, 
OKAY? 
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NT 


FADE IN: 
EXT. DESERT (SUNSET) 


We are flying over a sere, golden 
landscape, patterned with long shadows 
from the low sun. Amid the rock and dust 
and scrub there is no sign of humanity 
except for some nearly formless ruins. 


As we descend, we head toward the sun. 
A TINY FIGURE, sitting cross-legged 

in a circle of fetishes and protective 
talismans, becomes visible in the 
distance. This is MANN, a powerful 
warrior in his prime. 


We continue to approach him in a single, 
smooth movement until we're only a few 
feet off the ground. We come closer, 
only yards away. ..then feet...then 
inches...until MANN'S CLOSED EYES FILL 
THE SCREEN. 


The eyes open. 


ШИР, 

(6 Д па: 

2) 1 ሠሪ | 
08 


FRAGILE 
CREATURE 


ቀ 
OF FOUR PARTS 


fe" veis 
7 


! 


р 


But ከይ is uneasy about more than 
finances. Rulers seems to attract 
disaster, and Concrete's job 
involves moving, lifting and 
throwing heavy things. Twice he 
has been in situations where he 
wondered if he might slip up 
horribly and kill someone. 


Concrete can barely believe Rulers Only too grateful for his 
of the Omniverse is back in continuing salary, Concrete 


production after its latest setback, expects most of it to go to pay 
the firing of its director. off a worker injured in a fall 
from his roof. 


7 
S 


Ц | ij 23 
hi ருது த A Ше 
SSS сга 


E 


5.2 АНА 
SS Жы; 
TEL. ዎም 
ር ኾን AS 


== p 

一 一 | Concrete is, at least, free to fret 

= about what he himself is doing. 
= 


That there are 
people—including his 
boss Ike, the stunt 
coordinator—who'd like 
to see him fired worries 
him even more. 


Mercifully, Concrete is 
unaware that Dr. Maureen 
Vonnegut has become 
emotionally involved with a 
non-establishment scientist 
with a fat FBI file, 
jeapordizing her association 

with Concrete. 


ИДЕ 


NS 
\ 


መመመ 
ZA 


STORYBOARD: 


“ГУ ALL RIGHT, 
WOLF... ON NA 
THREE, CLOSE 
YOUR 
EYES..- N 


ONE...” 
TWO... THREE... 
GOOD! 


FAVE IN ТО AERIAL 
SHOT OF DESERT, 


WE FLY TOWARD SETTING 
SUN AS CREPITS ROLL 
(180-200 5ЕСОМР52- 


\ 


MOVING DOWNWARD, 0 22 яр ээг ነ 
FORWARD, MANN BECOMES ; ! ር p 
VISIBLE. 


77 ` 
WE LAND,” MOVING 
EVER TOWARD HIM. 


` 
1 

| 
цэ 2 


И 


| 7 1 Ч х 
ҮЛТ iN 


ecc. АД?) 


CLOSER, CLOSER, UNTIL 
WE STOP IN AN... 


f — 
லை ம. 


' 
` е 


--- AND 
INFINITY! 
GET ME 


OFFA 
HERE! 


HIS ௪425 OPEN! HE 
SEES THE UISION/ 
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STORYBOARD: 


MANN'S РОМ, А FACE- 
LESS FIGUEE COVEES A 

SMALLER ONE WITH ITS 
CLOAK. (SLO-MO. 


SMALL HANDS GRAB A 
BLOOD- APPLE. 


WE MAY GET ІТ THIS 
TIME...IF WOLF 
DOESN'T STAND UP 
AGAIN. WHAT A 
MUSCLE-HEAP! 


SQUEEZING IT, SEEDS 


FALL OUT- 


ሪዛ 


- 


Rises 


1 


m i 


Lu dA ር. 


EROM WHERE THEY 
FALL, A CITY RISES. 
“AS 


I’M POWERING THE 

CARRIAGE- IM JUST A 

LITTLE NERVOUS ABOUT : 

HIS THAT ONE. IT RECEDES... AND _CIT4 

SHOT. WHAT OF CLASPIOOR FADES IN. 
AN OPENING. 

ІМ GLAD 
THE NEW 
DIRECTORS 
KEPT IT 


/ “s Пату 


15 


SINCE WE'RE 
so 
BEHIND. 


BY THE 
WAY, 1S THE 
BUSINESS 
CRANIAC/S 
CARRIAGE || [ А 1 ነ MANN REACTS WITH 
CHARGING |f WONDER. 

DOWN THE ШЕ ' : 

HILL STILL 


STANDS ህየ 


መ 
YEAH; LET'S. 
NEVER HURTS 

ча HAVE INSURANCE. 2 
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--.NOT АТ ALL! 


I THOUGHT 


WELL, 
THANKS. 


HUH! I'M GOING 
TO HAYE TO 
RUSH TO MAKE 
MY MEETING! 


12 THERE A 
RAZOR I САМ 
BORROW. 


МА. MAUREEN? 


IT 
CERTAINLY 
INTERFERE S 


1 Е 
МООР, DOESN'T A 
IT? 


( 


WITH MY HUSBANP..- 
NOW ЕХ, OF 
COURSE... 


GOOD; 
боор. 


REASON ENOUGH 501 
TO THINK HE'D? НАР НІМ 
BEEN SEXUALLY TESTS SIX АМР 


ACTIVE DURING 
OUR SEPARATION. 


TWELVE MONTHS 


) 


LATER. BOTH OKAY. | 
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WHOA! NOT WHILE 
TM 


SHAVING! நாட்ட 
UT MYSELF! 


а-а-а 
|...) 
Жэ S78 


ЕР, THIS 


— 


SORRY. I'VE MY LAST CONTACT 
NEVER BEEN ። AE. 7/ WAS FOUR YEARS 
TESTED, BUT I'VE ч Ке ሎም 5 АФО--А MONOGAMOUS, 
NEVER FELT AT டு / ids SIX YE 
2 RELATIONSHIP. 
EITHER. 


WELL, YOU CAN NEVER BE A 
HUNDRED PERCENT SURE ABOUT 
ANYTHING, BUT I'D SAY WE'R 
IN THE REALM OF 
AROUND; ACCEPTABLE RISK. 
THOUGH, SO “> 
ARE YOU DON'T. 


STILL..- | = 2E 2 ነ 
AMICABLE? Ч ст zi = ; 
ме பு Ly 


КУК 
ፈሌ 


Al 


WELL, I 
LEARNED LONG 


CUT OUT F 
MOTHERHOOD. 

I НАР А 2 
TUBAL LIGATION. த 


ы”. 
3 
OOS 


JUNG fo on 

ú К መይ 

4 
| 


ЖӘ Y 
KOS A 


COULD 
IT BE 
IN YOUR 
HOTEL ROOM? 


a та 
mm ^W 


TEA 
& 
-—, 


ஆ ப்‌ 


லி 


— Es 
цэгэн 


BUT YES, Y 
THATS ALL FOR FS 
TONIGHT. < 


ALL RIGHT, 
PEOPLE! WE'RE 
MOVING TO THE 
ALLEY! 


SO HOW РО YOU 
LIKE QUR NEW 
DIRECTORS? 


= NOT AT ALL. COME 
3 TO MY TRAILER 
аа АМР WE'LL GET 

Е- YOU CLEANED 


THE BUSINESS ABOUT 
STOPPING AT JUST THE 

LAST MINUTE-— THAT 
NEEDLE ON THE FRONT 
OF_THAT THING 
BOTHERS ME. 


ОН, THEY'LL 
HANDLE THAT IN 
CUTS, I/M SURE. 


UF 
о 
; = |. 
fagh A 
a NL 
2 (42 n 
ተመ, mu 
жа ኒ 
ا‎ 
መመ LOS 
ኳ 
E" 
BN 


OH, тм SORRY! 
1 MEANT TO HIT 
THE BACKS 


THE BLACK-HAIRED ONE 15 
JIM RYE. THE OTHER 15 
KEN. HAYE YOU GOTTEN 
THE SCRIPT CHANGES? 


THATS Ñ 
GOOP. 15 
THE SCENE 


I'LL SEE YOU 
PO. WITH ALL 
THE STUFF THEY НАР 
TO CUT OUT, THEY/VE 
STILL MANAGED 
TO TIGHTEN 
THE SCRIPT, FOCUS 
THE CHARACTERS 


LOOK WHAT 
I'VE PONE! THE 
BRICK DUST 

MAKES IT. 
LOOK LIKE 
YOU HAVE A 


THERE HE GOES OFF TO BERNICE'S 


8A 


TRAILER AGAIN. WONDER 
WHAT THEY Do? 


IT ISN'T 
WHAT 700 ZZ 
WANT TO VO 
WITH 
BERNICE. 


I THINK THEY MISSED А 
CHANCE BY NOT 
CASTING YOU AS THE 
ME IF I GOP IN THE TEMFLE- 
SCRATCHEP 
UP МУ 
LEGS. 


፲ MEAN IT. 
CAN'T YOU JUST 
SEE ME 
WHISPERING 
PRAYERS OF 


ECSTASY INTO 
YOUR EAR? 


хм у 
ACTUALLY, 1 РОМ” WANT x у 
ТО ВЕ ONSCREEN. . 7 
THATS IN MY DEAL. — / 
125» x ха 


you 
FASCINATE 


OW. 

HIS THINKING 
BETWEEN 
HIS LEGS. 


C'MERE. NOW, Y 
CAN YOU FEEL 
THIS? 


YOU'RE 
ABOVE THAT. 


ou, You AND TL Sorry. THIS 15 
L | | WEIRD KIND O 

入 一 一 

E 


1 


INI 22 
о 
BERNICE! — 


ү 
0 " PY FOR 
HOWEVER, መመ d YOU'RE UP! 
I CAN VIVIDLY А, / THIS 15 
APPRECIATE THE CONCEPT. A E HY: THE MARTINIL 


Y ወዛ, CHRIST! 
NOW WHERE 


ы А. 


LASS 
= 


NS 


Ë 


э, 
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YOU KNOW, THIS 
LOCATION 15 
SAVING: OUR 


КІМІР ОР... COSMIC, 
THIS MOVIEMAKING. 
WE BUILD, WE DESTROY, WE 
RECORD THE MOMENT ОР 
DESTRUCTION FOR ETERNITY. 


OF COURSE, IT’S FRIGHTENING 
INK STEVEN SEAGAL WILL 
OWING DOWN BAP GUYS 

FOR ETERNITY 


THAT^5 THE 
ENTERTAINMENT 
LAWYERS” LEVEL OF 
PURGATORY 
ACCORDING TO 
DANTE. 


WELL, ONE OF YOU MUST WHAT--7!7 WE 
BE IT. ГМ SHUTTING YOU HAVE A PERMIT 
DOWN. THIS WHOLE OM TH 
COMPLEX 15 CONDEMNED 

b AS UNSAFE. 


QT THE AA உ A 
CITY | # 

ALLOWED | | மிய №. | 
IN НЕВЕ. ரர 4 | 
QUICK SHE | 

GET ^ зноши? ` 

THE LOCATION BRING | 

MANAGER. THE PERMIT. И 


WELL, WE'RE 
THE 
DIRECTORS. 


ТМ THE LINE 
PRODUCER. 


MAYBE 
I CAN HELP 
YOU. 


BUT MOVIES 
AVE BEEN 
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ጋጋ 


HANG ON! 
WE'RE THE 
PRODUCERS! 


My 


HK 
NNS 


WE LOSE THIS, WE'RE DEAD 
MEAT! THE WHOLE THIRD 
ACT |2 SET НЕКЕ! 


HANG \ 
ON, HANG ONS 
TOMORROW 
WE'LL N 
ል FIX THINGS. ANS 


EAGLE ROCK BLVL 


YOU 
FOUND US! 
WELCOME! 
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PLUS, IKE’S GIVEN CRANIAC'S 

CARRIAGE A SAFETY CHECK. 30 

OUR LITTLE HIATUS HAS BEEN 
TIME WELL SPENT. 


4 


Мы ) е) 
XT 


А 


А 


CONCRETE, THIS 15 PROFESSOR | WE . 
ட்‌ ; 


BUCHNE 
TRANSMUTATION “SPECIALIST 
І"УЕ BEEN CONSULTING. 


V 50, PROFESSOR Y а 
BUCHNER, HAVE | ЕТУ 
YOU A 1 


R ሆ 
CONSULTATIONS ட 
WITH MAUREEN f= С 


BEEN 
FRUITFUL? 人 


/ 
СГ 
. бООР, 
THEN. 2ፖ 
— 


LEASE 
CUS. 


x Е 
МЕ... 2 
2 
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ச 


ነ 
ከረ 


CONCRETE -- YOU REAP: 
TO COME OVER THE 
HILL? 


/ 


፦ 


READY. 
DON'T FORGET ТО 
IRECT МЕ--т САМ” 
EE IN THIS THING! 


: 5 HERE GIVE IN 
СТЫ Fi 
Ne அ „Р AW 
3 
7 Wa. 
It aoe 
| 一 人 
AND ነ. | i (STEVE? WHAT'RE பா்‌ HAVE TO TALK ТО 
⁄ - \ YOO DOING Д ЕТЕК АМР RICHARD. 
poe л 17 “/ ' ANSWERING MY 
=Z |Z 12 டப. CALLS? 
= 2, --- መመ 
Pru 


OOOO 


እል ААА 


М — ላ Ж 
CHA Es >| 
tth 221 17 j 
S < NS ነ እን 
“<, 


wens ~- e » \ 


/ 


|. 


| ny 


АМР... STOP, 
CONCRETE. 


Е 
© 
2 
5 
ኑ 
I 


ТЕГІС 


ROGER. 
STOPPING 


94 


LOCK ог?” 
ITS QUT OF 
CONTROLS 


"s “46 5 
NN j GET. 
SS OUTTA THE 
WW WAYS 
Y 


Y 
WAKE CF. 
WOLF! 
4) 2 mn 
ጻፓሥ தை 
Ч 


95 


РРО ТРД № 
መ < 


ка 
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` 
1 


м 


E : | 
КА S NS 
ESTEE YE да 
| ; A и, 
g - Да 4 У 1 
னா பு г : 
Л, | 
| # 
W SNI 


ነ 2 / / 
Ё 


иелер 
ና y 
7 imm NR 
v —À 
M 55 
EN 
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LIGHT H WELL: I DON’T LET'S SIT DOWN, 
\ VONNEGUT VE TO GUESS 


WHOSE 
CHA "S THIS 


My | 


/ ፻ | 
24:04:41! 


SO, THEN. WHY DON'T YOU JUST и 
TELL МЕ WHAT THE HELL'S <= 
GOING ON. Т 


THAT WAS 
AGAINST THE RULES. А 


GUY IS 00200507. НЕ WAS А 
BOY-- THEY COULDN'T HEAP 
ОМ HIM FAST E G 


GONZO-.- 
SCIENCE FICTION 
STUFF. 


THE SAME COULD THINGS ARE HAPPENING 
BE SAID OF АТ HAVE NO 
M 


CONCRETE ANP 
1 EXPLANATION. SOT 
PHYSIOLOGY. HAVE TO 
INVESTIGATE THE 


UNCONVENTIONAL- 


PROFESSOR 
BUCHNER‘S WORK 
MAY HOLD THE 
EX I'VE 
BEEN LOOKING 
FOR. 


so 
HOW EAE 
MEETING 
CO, 
ABOUT? 


1 у, т А 7 / 
[ ü S தீ ሃሪ 
“ОТНҮМК AGAIN, -—/ 
WE HAVE PLENTZ 
OF LEVERAGE 
WITH HIM. TO BE TAKE. 
RU ரத்‌ ட ஆ WRITER 
————.. à 


Ü 


A ILLI use ТАИ 
ዒሏ ነ Wy THE SAME ; Ч) 
| К GOES FOR 
FEEL THE Е 
| [ || | ТО GO PUBLIC А MAK 
| МШК WITH CONCRETE'S MS IS 
ШУ LITTLE SECRETS. | HYSTERICAL OR DISTURBED. 


| | 
hi 1 


You, SHOULD YOU 


ANP WHAT РР YOU TELL 
HIM ABOUT CONCRETE? 


HE REPLIED TO 


NOTHING? 
REALL 
NOTHING? 


«> \ _ | Bur IF YOU HAVE ANY 
FURTHER CONTACT WITH 
THIS CHARACTER, 


YOUR POSITION HERE 
15 HISTORY. е4 
АМР ІМ CASE 
YOU'RE THINKING 
CONCRETE WILL 
STANP BY 
YOu... 


ALL RIGHT. MAYBE NO HARM 
BEEN PONE. IF THE NEXT 
EDITION OF W THESE TIMES 
S AN EXPOSE OF 
CONCRETE’S TRUE NATURE, ILL 
KNOW 17// WRONG. 


ፖ = 


THAT FIRST CREATED HIS 
PUBLIC PERSONA CAN BE 
REVIVED, SHOULP WE WISH; 


SERIOUSLY ASA TO PORTRAY HIM де А 


ዘ 
PELUSIONA 
CRACKPO 


/ ду 


иа 
АС 

У 
О 174 
SCIENTIFIC COMMUNIT?, 


100 


—. 
е 


25 
AN 
Ж 


5 SAL E=] A Ln 
5 qe Neg 


х 


Ed had several good suggestions last night. First. that we look for iron to 
manganese transmutation (because of the theoretical carbon mechanism. 


What most excites me is arather wild one he came up with: to paint Concrete 
with latex, and peel it off after а set duration (to be determined). It would have 
to be during а period in which Concrete is not too active, so that he doesn't 

wear any of it off. И also may take some convincing! But it would be our only 


РАТА SNOUTE , WHO МО 
A СОМА AT CEDARS-SINAI 
MEDICAL CENTER. 


A FOLICE SFOKESMAN 
54/2. TOPAY А FULL 


CRIMINAL 
INVESTIGATION IS NOW 
ИМРЕКУМА?..- 


/ RDED BY A 
BYSTANDER WITH A 
CAMCORPER ON 
A NEARBY ROOFTOP. 


T 
171) 


HERE YOU SEE CONCRETE APPARENTLY 
LOSING CONTROL ОЕ THE PROP VEHICLE 


ANP CHASING AFTER IT. 


AFTER THE 
FRONT HALF HITS 
THE УАМ, THE 
REAR FOLLOWS IN A 
SECONPARY COLLISION, 
LAUNCHING THE 
GLOBE AT THE TOF... 


ACTOR WOLF HULTGREN 
SUFFERED BROKEN 
FINGERS, AS WELL. 


RIMMER AND 
MICHAELS, MR- 


СКЕТЕ-- 
L. 


T. 
422 


! 
አ. 


WE'D LIKE 

ТО ASK YOU 
A FEW 

QUESTIONS. 


1௦3 


ኣ 


` | Р ን | Бие" 2 


42 
` В / 
3 ፖም 2 / 
а ЖЖ? 
LEG 2, / 
ыг? 9 ያ = а Ж The thraxis dies with an echoing, teeth-rattling SCREAM, 
7 2 8 leaving a pregnant pause аз Mann and the elephant-centaur 


DUMONDIUS size up each other. 


„^^ DUMONDIUS 
г I appear to be in your debt. 


MANN 
No matter. Still, you seem to be 
bound for Claspidor. 


> 
ኣ DUMONDIUS 
х ж That I аш. I suppose you'd 
3 5 - =ም like a ride? 
ட்ட чэн 
2 WN AD | MANN 
2 MI ப Four legs are swifter than 
2 / two. 
2 p 


/// “ 


SS 


Dumondius bows for Mann to mount his back. 


к. 
ሣነ 
ህ 


DUMONDIUS 
What calls you to Claspidor? 


MANN 
My destiny lies there. 
I have had a vision. 


DUMONDIUS 
Personally, I'm hoping $ 
to earn a little money. 


2 : Y 2 | 


The ill-fated production of | Z — 
Rulers of the Universe has |—— 
suffered its climactic mishap. | 
= = 9 


А prop vehicle under ; 
Concrete’s control broke |“ 
apart, its two halves 
careening down the hill, 
destroying a truck and 
putting Steve Datasnoute, 
the film’s former director, 
into a coma. 


A \ 
விடும்‌ 
A bystander with a camcorder has 

made the accident a national 
fixation, and a police investigation 
has commenced. 


And so Concrete makes the 
acquaintance of Detectives Rimmer 
and Michaels... 


ІІ! 
| | 


\ 
| ЇД | 


! 
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ሥ 


௫ டு 
E К PERO 
በዜ BE ப 


; | 
Ж 4 —Ç 


WELL, YOU'VE ІТ HELPS US TO NOW WE JUST 
GIVEN US A BE DEALING „NON WE, JUST 
ООО? WITH SOMEONE VE TO DEC 
DESCRIPTION OF 


OU’ 
THE ACCIDENT; ARTICULATE- BULLSHITTING 
MR. CONCRETE. US. 


ü ANS s sem "m 
саи 


Ан 


“4 4 Тт ) 


(il ሃሪ 
il 


நம்ம 07 а Пса 


S CREATURE ட்‌ இ முழு ይዥ ር: 


y Z PARDON MY 
ட 


NOW DON'T 
ИА YOU START — АМИА 
| THAT : HERE. ረ 


STRONGER STEEL 
HOLDING ROPS 


PRACTICE 
W RUN BEFORE 


THE 
ACCIDENT 
ON THE 


IT WASN'T EVEN IT ISSR 
VERY FAST! 4 b 


HAPPENEP. 


SOMEBODY'S 
LYING. 
ሪ ' 
с 


I SHOULD 
WARN YOU-- 
ТНЕКЕ "КЕ A LOT 
OF REPORTERS jg 
QUT 


I 
EXPECTED 
AS 
E 
М 
| А\ 
ኒኒ! [ | 
7 2 „А 
‘ ` 
Ч \ (92) 
У 
N 


NS 
Со 


HERE'S THE 876 
STORY... LM JUST 
A FOOTNOTE. 


መ 33. 


Ac. и 
வத்‌ d. 
AZ 


BEFORE LONG WE WILL ALL 

LIVE IN VIEW ОЕ THE ОМЕ- 

EYED IDIOT GOP, AT LEAST 
OUTPOORS.- 


OUR ACTIONS WILL 

BE SUBJECT TO THE 
SNAP JUPGMENTS OF THE 
COLLECTIVE CONSCIOUS- 


NESS, LOOKING FOR GOOD |) 


GUYS ANP BAP GUYS. 


КОРМЕУ KING 
NOTWITHSTANDING, 
AN IMAGE WITHOUT 


li 


L——4 


1 АЛ 2 
ТҮШ መመ” 


IT MIGHT'V. 
SEEMED 
TACK” 


CAMCOROERS_ARE THE REAL 


BUT ТО YOU NOW WORSHIPPING 
IN THE FLICKERING BLUE 
LIGHT, I SAY THIS: 


3 


ay 


YOU SEND 
SOMEONE И 
FOR MY 
BAGS? 


22222 


= 


2222 


= 


HE WAS WELL 


USED ТО POLITICS 


v DRAMA, АМР 


BEING T NO 
USE COMPLAINING ABOUT IT. 


THIS WOULD BE 
EVE 


DATASNOUTE, 
CONSTRUCTION, THE FORMER 
GETTING APPROVALS DIRECTOR? 
ROM EA 


STEVE ALONG 
THE WAY. 


GUESS HE 
WAS А БІТ 
KEE 


WITH HIS 
APROVALS! 


ТЫ e 
N f ட 4 ) 
mon 


WN айтар 
MEDS AS NOW, YOU BUILT 
ЩО = ^ [5 THING 
HP 
IPING 


--- ALL 
BECAUSE OF 
TINKER-TOY 

HOT ROP! 


EXPENSE, WEIGHT. THE LOOK, І DON’T UNPERSTANP WHY IT BROKE UP 
POINT. அ TO LIKE THAT. THE BONDING COMFOUNP 15 


BIT BEFORE 
THE CAMERA. 


NOBODY 
SUGGESTED 
YOU USE 


IRON 
PIPES? 


BIG DEAL, TOO. 
EVERYTHING WE BUILD AS 
WE HAVE TO MOVE S 
ONCE OR MANY TIMES. 


YEAH, IKE PIP. НЕ 
THOUGHT IT SHOULD 
BE BUILT ON AN 
IRON FRAMEWORK 
WELDED TOA 
CAR. 


BUT THAT 
WASN'T NECESSARY. 
IKE JUST WANTED ТО 
THROW SOME WORK TO 
A PROP VEHICLE MAKER 
BUPPY НЕ OWEP A FAVOR TO. 


YOU HAVE A GRIM VIEW S ገጭ: ANYWAY, THING НАР ТО BE 
OF HUMAN MOTIVES, ሪ ኒኒ SUBE. TWICE IN 


WATER FOR THE 


MR- CHRISTIAN. 
TRANSITION BETWEEN 
WORLPS. 4 


YOU'KE 
A СОР 

AND YOU 
DON’T? 


ALL RIGHT. ONE OTHER 

THING. YOU TOLP АМ 

OFFICER_ON THE SCENE 
TALKED 


THE ACCIDENT. 


HE JUST БАР 
HE НАР TO TALK TO 
RICHARD ANP PETER--THE 
WA PRODUCERS. THEY WEREN'T 
NS И аа ANSWERING HIS CALLS- 


LYMAN 
SPEAKING. 
CONCRETE 


HAS 
ARRIVEP. 


I LEFT THE PHONE OFF THE 
HOOK. TOO MANY CALLS 
FROM THE PRESS. 


THERE'RE ONLY FOUR 
MORE WEEKS ОР 
SHOOTIN G+ THOUGH! 
YOU ON IF SOMETHIN 
ELSE--- YOU KNO 


< ¿I 


WE THINK 
IT'S ACTUALLY 
A PUBLICITY THING- 


72 THEY WANT THINGS 
һо COOL VOWN A BIT. 2 


MAYBE 
= IN A COUPLE 
OF WEEKS, 

ቓሉ THOUGH... 


WE HAVE A PROBLEM. 

YOU KNOW WE ALL 

LOVE YOU HERE, BUT 
ட்‌ THE BANK 15 
аз NERVOUS. 


WELL, THERE MAY BE 
A LITTLE SECOND 
UNIT STUFF AFTER 

ТНАТ- 


LOOK, IM 
SORRY. ITS 
NOT OUR 
DECISION. 


i 
22 


a 
As || | 


ри 

23 27 
| 

" | 


ያ | 
) у 
] Hy \ 
i [. 
А POG. THAT'S 
x “ዘ መድ 
169) | 
d š 2911 
መ 
ИШ ( 


AN 


7 
| 


154 WHAT WAS I 
THINKING? 


meg 


б GOOD POG. SIT. STAY. 


К FETCH VIDEOTAPE. 


ЕЕ ኣ \ N 

š BILL STROUP. WELL, MAYBE 2 

Э | THE АКТ PEPARTMENT STILL 
y VALUES ME. < 
Wy ረጋ ገሻ << 
а Ip 
| у 
2 ረሙ: 
ፍን 


fh | 
Де № (6 


1.3 


ACTUALLY, WE 
р. DON'T 


LOOK, IF MICHAEL CIMINO CAN COME BACK 
AFTER HEAVEN'S GATE, SO CAN YOU. 
АМР SOONER THAN YOU THINK, 
1 SUSPECT. 
THIS 15 JUST 
NORMAL HERD 
PSYCHOLOGY АТ WORK. 
EVEN THOUGH YOU 
WEREN'T RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE АССИРЕМТ/ 


ሀ WER 
ASSOCIATED WITH 
IT. THEY'RE JUST 

SCAREU 


BUT PRETTY 


ENJOY YOUR TIME ONE WEEK b 
OFF. IT'LL BE A LATER. 
COUPLE ОР PAYS, 

TOFS. 


INVOLUNTARY MANSLAUGHTER 
WOULD PE US WORST 


YOU'RE ТОО VALUABLE. WE INTEND ТО 
LOBBY FOR YOUR RETURN. WE HAVE 
AN /MMENSE DRESS JOB FOR THE 
= FINAL BATTLEFIELD. 


SQUARE 
RUBBLE. 


ST! B 
MOVED TO SECONP UNIT. 


I DON'T BELIEVE 
THEY CAN CALL IT 
VEHICULAR 
HOMICIPE, SINCE 
IT WASN'T 
MOTORIZED. 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD FROM 
OLAR 


"EXPLORE " -- CUTE. THE I'LL TRY TO KEEP 


ES/GHE HOW 
2 MUCH WOULD IT 
ሃሪ TAKE TO GET ME 
17 CLEAR OF ALL THIS? 


£N 
S | 
22 Ч 

< 
WHOA! HOLD IT, E-EXCUSE : 
MAUREEN! ME. 
WE'LL WEATHER Ж 
ሻሽ НАҮЕ ТО 
со LE fii 


54 
ас 2 7 
fo : 


(0) 
፳፪. 
в: 


ІТІР BEA 
GUESS 


TWO TO 
THREE 
MILLION. 
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OF GOOD NEWS. 
WHICH РО YOU 


WANT FIRST? | 


THE POLICE THINK 
PATASNOUTE PIP IT. НЕ 
НАР МО KNOWN REASON 

TO_BE THERE THAT 

NIGHT; HE WAS SEEN 

LURKING AROUND THE 
CARKIAGE.-- 


Y (CARRIAGE N 


! WAS 
\ 5АВОТАФЕР.? (ደ 
ኢ 2R 


REALLYZ 
WELL, IF SO, 
RE 


HE SU 
MADE A MESS 
OF IT! 
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WE'RE POWN AT THE POLICE LOT. 
HENRY SPOTTED SOMETHING-- 
SOMEBODY CUT THE PIPES OF 
CRANIAC'S CARRIAGE WITH 

A SABRE SAW! 


Z 


IT WASN'T YOU-- 5 
IT WAS SABOTAGE 4 


MOTIVE, 
OPPORTUNITY, 
CONNECTION 
WITH 
WEAFON..- 


= 


AND Y THINK WE GOT IT. SO CAN WE HAVE 


RUBBLE УЕР, THIS WHOLE CROWN OF 
AREA. PLUS WE 


CUT. THAT LIQUID HIM NOWZ THIS 
NITROGEN MAKES LOCATION SHOOTS PLACE THE 
FOR A GOOD, TONIGHT. SCULPTURES. 


CLEAN CUT. 


WHAT'S THE 
JUSTIFICATION 
FOR THESE 
BEING 


! ከመ” 
22 


ገ = 
Lo 
< 
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jm 
че 


|= 


Жес 
7 


| 


wm ДР 
we i =. 


WE НАР SOME GREAT IDEAS FOR JUMBLING ba `` Y WE KNOW CAMERA 

ARCHITECTURE -- SPIRES ANP FLYING PLACEMENT WILL BE 

BUTTRESSES SPROUTING FROM THE ARCO H 

TOWER ANI? THE CAPITOL RECORPS 
BUILPING-.-BUT--- = 


ee 


WE'RE WORKING TO 
CREATE SOME DYNAMIC | 
PERSPECTIVES РОК EACH. இ 
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NOT FOR THE FIRST 
ETE 


WITH SKETCH FADS 
Р FELT-TIP 


LTHY 
STRUCTION SITES. 


NG N 
CRUCIAL SCULPTURE SET PIECE 15 
BROKEN. 


OW TWO CREWS 
ARE WORKING 
SIMULTANEOUSLY. ONE 
RESSING, ONE 
LIGHTING THE SET. 
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HE 15 REMINDED OF THE 
BORESON FARM WHERE HE 
ONCE WORKED, AS WITH 
PIECE BY PIECE OF BROKEN 
MASONRY, АМР WOOP АМ? 
STEEL, THE SET TAKES 
SHAPE. 


KENT! YOU'RE 
RE 


ALREADY? ТР Т Е 
TO LIGHT THIS 
THING! 


THE PROJECTED 
ANXIETY FROM EACH 
CREW_INVIGORATES 
THE OTHER, EVEN 
THIS LATE ІМ THE 

SHOOT. 


X THOUGHT IDEAS WERE FORBIDDEN 
X AT THIS POINT. 
3 7 
> YOU KIPPING? HAVE YOU Ë 
ታ | ር! ወሪ THE GREEN SCRIPT 
S PAGES YET? 


MAY OCCUR. 


< 


T FEELS. 


SOLAR GUY 
% Gor 


CONCRETE? 
HELLL-OQOO? 


BUT FOR ME, THIS URGENCY, THIS 
IDE WORKING WITH 


МЕ 


ТЫ 
ட х. 
“ey N 


W Z. 
Sy 
А х 


Sc 


ASKEP ТО LEAVE BEFORE THE 
CAST ARRIVES, CONCRETE 


НЇРЕБ TO WATCH THE 
FILMING. 


1745 JUST THE ENERGY 
CREW AFFECTING ME. 
НЕКЕ IS MAGIC HERE. 


I ам NOT IN MZ 
DREARY REALITY--OR 
AT LEAST, L AM SEEING 
OUTSIDE IT. 


COLOREP LIGHTS, A JUNGLE 
FOGGER ANP SMOKE POTS 


TRANSFORM THE 
WASTELAND. 


А STORY BASED ON A GROUP OF MARKET- 
RESEARCH-DERIVEP TOYS BECOMES, IN THE 


HANDS OF ADULTS WITH SKILL AND 


JUDGEMENT, 
BE 


EXCUSE FOR A WEIRPLY 
TIFUL VISION. 


EXCUSE ME, 


WE HAYE AN ANNOUNCEMENT. WE'VE JUST HEARD FROM THE 7 NY: | 
А TO MAKE... HOSPITAL... STEVE DATASNOUTE | = 
= < 2 HAS AWAKENED FROM | 
2 Ж HIS COMA! oe N FA. መኣ 


WE СОЛАР COME 
BACK LATER, MR. 
РАТА SNOUTE. 


NO---NO--- 
THEY SAY I САМ 
EXPECT THIS 
PAIN ТО 
LINGER FOR 
WEEKS. 


MAYBE YOU САМ CLEAR UPA 
MYSTERY, THEN. WHAT WERE 
YOU POING THERE? 


ja 


SURE, 
EVERYTHING 
UNTIL THE 
CARRIAGE STARTED 
DOWN THE HILL... 
ОРР.-- І DON'T 
REMEMBER IT 
BREAKING UP 
AT ALL- 


NOYY..- WITH 
ME PIRECTING- 


BUT RICHARD ANP PETER OWE МЕ АМР THEY 
ጾ KNOW IT. IT WAS MY REWRITE THAT GOT 
DON'T YOU Л a 2 RULERS A GREEN LIGHT. 


HAYE 
AGENTS FOR 
THAT 
SORT OF 
THING? 


ING FOR RULERS. 


ANP WITH 
ANY JUSTICE, 
ум иент 


THEY/RE SCARED ТО 
DEATH OF THE BANK 


THEM TO CUT LOOSE 
MY SCRIPT. 


NO, NOT REALLY. BUSINESS 
JORE B 2 WHAT'RE 


RESHOOTS? I'LL ASK 
YOU FLAT OUT, 
MR. 
PATASNOUTE. 


NO, им JUST 
WHAT--7! 

NOL II WAS 

SABOTAGE? 
HUH. 


I HAP TO SNEAK ON THE SET THAT SO IKE WAS LEANING ON 
NIGHT. МУ CALLS WEREN'T BEING CRANIAC’S CARRIAGE. НЕ 
RETURNED, АМР І WAS AFRAID о 

THEY MIGHT HANE ME THROWN 


I WAS SURE IKE SAW 


А 
GO ТО TELL ANYBODY. 


WE SWALLOWED THEIR WE'VE GOTTA BUILD А 


DATASNOUTE THEORY 
КЕ DOGGIE 
CATCHING FRENCH 
FRIES. 


NOW 1745 HOW RAQUL WAS SO 
LESS OFA ON-THE-SPOT_WITH 
MYSTERY Y gaouL.N, THE TRUCK THAT 

2 р SAVED WOLF. 


вар 


#1 ITA 


кп 


НУ MEDICAL EXPENSES Y WHAT А WIMP 
PLUS TEN THOU-— THAT GUY 
HAS FOR A 


PHOTOVOLTAICS 


ANP 
SERVICES AS LAWYER! 
SPOKESMAN! BUSINESS. 


à } 
௫ (றந 
] , y Ши 
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PR. 
VONNEGUT? 


Read Me First 


Ciphers 


Leech Letters 


ІҢ 
via CIAL AS AAAS 
далала аналы 


Read Ме First 


May 19 

Пу Dearest Maureen: 

I have a proposition to make which I hope you will not find 
too frightening. Most joy in this life, I've found, must be 
paid for with risk. What I have in mind is risky, but I 
think not foolhardy. 


I would like to continue our relationship on any basis 


whatever. True, we must not ever be seen together. but I 
don't feel it's unreasonable to infrequently meet, if we're 
careful, even if it amounts to no more then a "same time, 
next year" type of arrangement. 


But we needn't be incommunicado between these times. Yes, I 
know you suspect your phone may be tapped; and your mail 
intercepted; and the warehouse watched. But I have a plan 
that will make it possible to communicate daily, if we wish, 
in almost complete safety. 
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We have a friend in common--Chuck Sherrington, who carried on 
your work in leech neurology after you moved to the NSA. 
Chuck has allowed me to copy the entirety of your 
correspondence of a few years back (you may be surprised to 
learn there were over 140 exchanges) and transcribe the lot 
of it onto this disk. 


We'll have to make references to transmission glitches and so 
on to justify all the statistical exchanges, and down the 
line invent new excuses for "legit" correspondence--but I 
already have some ideas we can try and am not worried about 
running out of "cover" letters--so to speak--for quite sone 
tine. 


That's it in a nutshell--dry scientific correspondence that 
will make any meddler's eyes glaze, concealing whatever we're 
able to share of our working and emotional lives. And then-- 
carefully planned rendezvous made all the sweeter by their 
rarity and (I hope limited) danger. 


What do you say? Detailed instructions on how to reply are 
in the "Leech Letters" file. 


With undiminished affection, 
Ed 


REGEN 


መ“ 


ሠ 


Deciphered text 


Yes, yes, a thousand 
times yes! It's brilliant 
and it's going to work 
and | love you! 
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"POST". 
GOING. 


"A 


CONCRETE! 


GEE, 1 
WHETHER YOU GUESS ‘STEVE 
J MEAN ARTISTICALLY MUST BE SUING 
22 OR FINANCIALLY. YOU FOR A MINT. 


FORTUNATELY, IT WASN'T A MA 
STUDIO THAT WANTED IT; THEN 
BANK WOULD/VE TRIED TO HOLD 
THEM UP FOR A FORTUNE, AND 
И தப்பும்‌. 
p. Lé 
SECOND, MIRAMAX WANTS TO РО ЗӨВЛӨНӨ: 
HIS PROJECT. THE BILGE BUNNY е 


PARADE, WHICH WE PUT UP FOR 
SECURITY FOR OUR LOANS. 


---ЭО WE CONVINCEP THE BANK TO LET IT 
СО. IN EXCHANGE FOR MIRAMAX PAYING STEVES 
MEPICAL EXPENSES. STEVE AGREED NOT TO SUE 
05-- 50 IT'S COMPLETELY OUT OF 
OUR HAIR- 


HE/LL RECOYER 
PHYSICALLY? 
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BAD 
NEWS? 
== = 
Ж. 
Е 
АН Mig 
IU». 
Yi à Va 
лага E 


THING 15. 
RAQUL’S BLOCKING 
ACTION WITH THE 
TRUCK MAC TO ВЕ 
PRE-PLANNED. THEY 
DIDN'T MEAN то 
HURT ANYBOP7, АТ 
LEAST. JUST LOOK 
LIKE HEROES WHILE 
SCREWING YOUR 
REPUTATION. 


SECONP UNIT 
SHOOTING? 


ANYTHING 


YOU'LL == 
NEED МЕ FOR? 


ІМ THIS THE CASE AGAINST BUT IKE SAYS HE'S 
CASE, NO THEM, 15 TOTALLY RETIRED, АМІР 
NEWS IS CIRCUMSTANTIAL. MAYBE THAT'S TRUE. 
BAP THE POLICE РОМ”Т FOR A WHILE, 
NEWS FEEL THEY ANYWAY. 
CAN_MAKE ANY 
CHARGE 
STICK. 


ACTUALLY, WE'RE GETTING А 

COUPLE OF PICKUP SHOTS 

ОМ МОМРАХ. THREE- 
PERSON CREW. 


74 < 


MEANWHILE, WE'VE 
ALL ТОР. OUR AGENTS 
THAT THEY'RE 
RESPONSIBLE. THERE'S 
МО FASTER WAY ТО 
SPREAD NEWS ІМ 

THIS TOWN. 7 


UNFORTUNATELY, IT'LL 
BE THE VIDEO IMAGE ОҒ 
ME CHASING THAT 


THING THAT'LL ВЕ 
КЕМЕМВЕКЕР. 


ЗОВТ ОЕ 
THE ARSONIST 
FIREFIGHTER 
THING... IN 
WE'LL SEE 
YOU AT THE 
CREW 
SCREENING, 
THOUGH. 


aeri 
NO, NOT 
ረፌ REALLY 


ITS MAJOR EMOTIONAL TONE 15 A STRANGELY 
T GROUP NOT 


NS 


‘FEVERISHLY 
DEPENDENT ON EACH OTHER REUNITES DEVOID 
OF THE OLP ВОМР. 


A 
| 

UNPERLYING THIS 15 A SHAREP_ANXIET? | 

A PESPERATE WISH ТНАТ, АТ LEAST FOR 


THE DIRECTORS” SAKE, THE FILM 
ISN'T 200 BAP. 


FROM THE = 
CREPITS АМР GOO 


TART. Y WITH ДНЕ POLISH РИН! 
МОТ JUST AU NG. 


DEEP, THERE'S A SNAP TO THE FILM'S DESIGN ANP 
PITING, NEVER EXPRESSIBLE IN ANY SCRIPT/S SCREEN 
IRECTIONS, THAT EVOKES AN UNEXPECTEDLY CLEVER, 
RONIC TONE FOR A BLOOP-ANP-THUNPER EPIC- 


HOLP ON 
THERE! 


THE ONE JOKE CONCRETE 
LAUGHED AT IN THE SCRIPT 
FALLS FLAT. BUT OTHER LINES, 

BY QUIRK OF CONTEXT OR WOLF, INTENTIONALLY 
PERFORMANCE, BECOME OR МОТ, COMES OFF 
ARCH OR WR” AS A BLUNPERING 
NAIF WITH A GOOD 

HEART. IT PLAYS 
AGAINST EXPECTATION 

IN JUST THE RIGHT 


BUT THE PICTURE 
BELONGS TO 

BERNICE, BY TURNS 
WINSOME, PROLL, 
WICKEL.--ANP. 
ALWAYS БЕХУ 


WITH SOME PIS- 
COMFORT CONCRETE 


HE DECIPES 
HAPPIER WI! 
SAFELY ON A 
RATHER THAN 
CURLEP CATLIKE IN 
HIS LAP. 


THERE ARE PISAPPOINTMENTS. TWENTY HORSES 
PESKE WO mone TAN AC ВАЕ ተ ፈጋ : 
м А CLICHE yl 
HAS BEEN CUT FOR SOME REASON. КО’5 АМЕ IHE P ЛОС TE 
FIGHTING ARM LOOKS PHONY: ተ መት ማመ 
. ANYTHING IMPORTANT, 
REALLY. 


/ «89x (THEY НАР 
POES ТО PO IT 
| 7 47 EVER ነ THAT WAY, 
\ LOOK FOR 
\ 7 OBVIOUS 
\ MOPEL!? 7 ` REASONS , 
` ም Хе ^ 


M 
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BUT THERE ARE MOMENTS 
ОР НЕАЕТ- ው இழத 
РКІРЕ, THE 
BON! DERS PROP Mio THE 
2 


ам 


m SCULPTURE- 
WASTELAND HAS AN 
EERIE BEAUTY. 


NM 20 
ሺ 
1 FINALLY, THE CREDITS ROLL-- АМР CONCRETE 15 


MESMERIZED BY THE MAMES SE ES ane 


THOSE WHOM HE HAS ጋ K So H,‏ ل 
BY HIS SIDE, ANP FEELS, DN IRRATIONAL‏ 
mm SURGE OF LOVE FOR THEM ALL-‏ 


THIS FABULOUS 
ሠ EAL ትን ን” 
PISS 
AFTER 2 MINGLE 
CAMPAIGN? 
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INT. MANN AND HAINZEL'S LIVING ROOM 


It's six years later. Mann lies on the couch watching 
documentary on the rebuilding of downtown Los Angeles. 
bills, toting them up on a small printing calculator. 
American domesticity is suggested by their clothes, the 
and the toys scattered about. 


TELEVISION NARRATOR 


Though what caused the destruction 
still baffles everyone, city planners 
were quick to seize the opportunity 
that it gave. Now the hub of a mass 
transit system the city has needed for 
decades stands where buildings toppled 
six years ago. 


MANN 


By Claspidor's towers, I miss the 
old days! 


HAINZEL 


Those days are gone. So is Claspidor. 


a television 
Hainzel pays 

Middle-class 
furnishings, 


That entire universe. By the way, Mrs. 


Peters thinks we should have Ko tested 
for dyslexia. 


MANN 
He is sick? 
HAINZEL 


No, no. It's a reading impairment. 
You reverse letters and numbers. 


MANN 
What can be done for it? 
HAINZEL 


He'll need a tutor, she says. There 
are things they can do. 


MANN 
How are we going to pay for a tutor? 
HAINZEL 

You'll find a way. You're our hero. 
Mann gets up and walks to the kids' bedroom. 
INT. KO AND DUMOND'S BEDROOM. 
They're sleeping in bunk beds. Mann's face softens as 
he gazes at them. Then he departs, slowly closing the 
door of the darkened room as we 


FADE TO BLACK 


THE END 


ኤኤ 


CHADWICK 


Ш 8 
ሴኒ, 


WS 
D 
к M |. 


E ப்ப 


AME BRINGS FRIENDS, 
AS A SMARTLY MOVING 

SAILBOAT WILL SOMETIMES 
ATTRACT መሠ OF CONSEQUENTLY, 


ለ4 
WITH AIDE LARRY 
MUNRO AND 
ATTENDING BIOLOGIST 


MAUREEN VONNEGUT, 
THE AMBIVALENT 
GUEST OFA 
EXECUTIVE HE You ARE 
МУ GUESTS AND 
BARELY KNOWS. Му Л ИДЕМ 
TAKING YOU TO 
MALIBU'S FINEST 
RESTAURANT 
FOR BRUNCH! 


М 
== 


GREAT! I'M 
STARVED! 


STORY & ART ©1987 
PALL т.0298: 


LETTERING: 
8722 SPICER 


ው we > 
А JERR GT POLITE 


ALONE, 
ALONE, 
ALONE. 


"ANATOMY 15 
DESTINY” 
--FREUP. 


FINALLY, 


THEY GO. 
ட! 


(/ HEY! CAN vou 


BELIEVE IT? 
CONCRETE! 


(м i а. == Р 
AT you 
М , SERVICE! 
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HENRY KISSINGER 
CERTAINLY DIDN'T LACK 
FOR GLAMOROUS 
COMPANIONS. ALL ME 

HAD WAS 


I'M FAMOUS, 
rw ATLEAST. 
< со 


3 ረጋ 
THOUGH NOT FOR 
> ANYTHING I'VE 
ACCOMP 
HM 


C'MON...COME ON! 


EVERYBODY 
HELP! 72У ТО 
MOVE МЕ! 


DORIS...AND LAURA... 
У NAMES! 


WOW! 
CONCRETE! 


WELL, I HOPE SHE THINKS 
ТМ DROWNING MYSELF! 
NOT EVERYONE KNOWS I 
CAN HU MY BREATH 


THIS |ሟ MY LIFE... 
THE UNSEEN 
OBSERVER OF 
THOSE ௬௧௮44 
ty LIVING LIFE. 


GIRL NOTICED 
ME. SHE WAS 
SOME DISTANCE 
UP THE BEACH. 
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THE PROCESS 
CONTINUES... 


a 


IN A БІТ I'LL RELEASE ALL 
THESE AND WALK TO THE 
OTHER SIDE OF THE ROCKY, 
POINT TO GO ASHORE-- 
SWEET BAFFLEMENT 

FOR ALL! 


MYSELF, 
SOMETIMES. 


s 
SIGHTINGS ARE 
INCREASING 
SINCE THE SEAL 
POPULATION OFF /ን 
CALIFORNIA 15 
RECOVERING. 


AND ABOVE, JUST 
THE KIND OF 
THRASHING THAT AND NOW IT'S 


ATTRACTS THEM... CIRCLING THAT 
GUY, LIKE THEY ፦ 
22 BEFORE THEY | 223 


---УУНІСН STRIKE. GREAT: 
ZVE 
CREATED. 


R 
SITUATION HITS CONCRETE. 


SHARKS ARE KNOWN TO BITE 
THROUGH IRON, STEEL... 
MATERIALS FAR TOUGHER THAN 
CONCRETE'S CRUSTY SKIN. 


LONG AFTER THE CREATURE 15 
STILL, CONCRETE CLINGS, 
DISBELIEVING HIS TRIUMPH. 


HE COULD ВЕ BLUFFING. WE 


HMM. I МАУ BE ABLE TO (HI, PEOPLE. DON'T WORRY, 
MAKE AN IMPRESSIVE IT'5 DEAD NOW. 


BARE-HANDED, THAT MEANS AIT А = HEY, YEAH! 

50 ТО SPEAK. WE OWE YOU . = 2 SOMETHING 

NASTY THINGS, OUR LIVES! ROCKY 
SHARKS. SCRAPED MY 


ANKLE WHEN ፲ 
=ሒ WIPED OUT! 


MENTION IT. 
GLAD TO 
HELP. 


YOU 
COULD/VE 
SOMEONE! 
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р - ма “ከ 
= መ | 


„АТ ረጩ ஆ 
| BIZARRE... )| 


УУ, 
n & | ቻ/ 
HELLO, HELLO! DID YOU MISS us? 
TOOK ል DIP, I SEE. 
WELL, 
THAT'S 
WHAT THE 
POOL'S M 
= For! 
гийг Эр 
ТЕ: | 23 
| 
š 7 


፡ 274 c 


ART TOOK ል WRONG TURN 
IN THE TWENTIETH 
CENTURY... SCARED OFF ое 
FROM DEALING WITH LIFE ኤጩ 
BY THE CAMERA... 


STORY & ART ©1987 
PAUL CHADWICK 


LETTERING: 
SILL SPICER 


"SURFACE"... OR 
"MONUMENTALITY"...7 


I'VE FOUND 
PECIAUTY... 
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AI இர்‌ 
о ха 


MATT 
The GREAT 
CONSOLATION" 
-)>.L. GEROME 


EVAPORATING 


CONCRETE. 
c 77 


<ጋ 
BUT IT 15 MOR 
THAN THAT. YO 
ட்ட BE CONCRETE. AND 
5 PAINTING. 
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HAT ELSE ሪወ THERE? ሪ X GIVEN STRENGTH AND 
---A CYBORG... ም) STAMINA BY STEEL 
5 AND GRAPHITE AND 
TORTURED BY_HIS > SILICONE. 
LONELINESS, YET SO Е ` 
SAFE, ARMORED BY ግ = Ї 
HIS CRUSTED BODY. Ч 4 IDEA: A SERIES OF 
IMAGINED X-RAY 


VIEWS OF CON- 
CRETE, FANTASTIC 
LABYRINTHS OF 
PIVOTS AND 
HYDRAULICS AND 
SPROCKETED 
GEARS... THE 
WORLD_BENEATH 
THE SKIN. 


'ቼ 


"THE ONLM 
HEALTH FoR THE 
ARTIST 1$ THE CON 


f IDEA: TAKE NEWS 
ША PHOTOS OF CONCRETE 


HELLO, THIS 
12 MELISSA 

Элл 
Е FEEL, ALWAYS 

READY? BEING SCRUTINIZED 
BY THE MEDIA 

MACHINE. DOCUMENT 
THE DOCUMENTATION. 


ФТЕАМбЕНАМО>5. 
S-T-R...YES, 
REALLY. 
JUST CHECK, 
PLEASE. 


YOU! I'LL BE 
\ RIGHT DOWN 
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| 


' E MIT 7 


IDEA: A SERIES OF 
CONCRETE IN 
VARIOUS ACTIONS, 
ITH ODD 


CROPPING... HEAD 
OUT OF FRAME, 


HEY, SWEET Y C'MERE, 
THING... | 3 WANNA 
YOU GOT KISS 
THE TIME > you! 

IRR д 


IR ZI 
АМ 
я 
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2 


ве) 


WELL, YOU'RE NUDE, 
AREN'T YOU 一 了 2 
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A GRACIOUS, 


р 


т 


ረ 
Ç 222 
ы “ነ ጋህ SAW МЕ AND 
| WARM 


ነ ( 


OH, MELISSA... 
I'VE LOOKED SO 
LONG FOR 
SOMEONE WH 
NEEDED ME... 


a= 


ELT 


YOUR HEAD 
LITTLE MOR 


L.A. HAS SO MANY FILTHY 
STREET PEOPLE... 
2 


IDEA: A SERIES 
OF PICTURES FROM 
CONCRETE'5 POINT- 


CH AS 
REFLECTIONS, HIS 
CAST SHADOW... 


TO EXPLORE... 


I'M SO EMBARRASSED! 
HE LOOKED RIGHT AT ME! 


АМ”Т BELIEVE IT. 
CAN'T BELIEVE IT. 
I CAN'T BELIEVE IT. 


GEE, I'M HUNGRY. b 
WELL, THERE'S 
THE SOUP FROM 
LAST NIGHT. 
c 


IS 
THEN, BACK 
TO WORK... 
CO 
а р 
“WITH ል HARD, 
GEM-LIKE 
ணை РАМЕ... "^ 
ወደ 1 


|- | 
Баш 
ண ண EL H. f | 


b 


Little Pushes 


RONALD LITHGOW ONCE WROTE IN HIS JOURNAL: 
5 * 
LJ 


"THIS CAMPING TRIP WAS A М 
GOOD IDEA. WITH EACH NEW 
STEP AND PROP OF SWEAT. 

I WORK A LITTLE MORE OF 
LISA OUT OF MY SYSTEM. 


" I FELL ASLEEP LAST NIGHT MUSING HOW LIKE PLANETS 

WE ARE. LONELY, SPINNING STONES, SELF-CONTAINED 

AND ESSENTIALLY APART. BUT LIKE PLANETS, WE'RE 

IRRESISTABLY ATTRACTED TO EACH OTHER, AND WE OUR- 

SELVES REACH OUT WITH GRAVITIC TENDRILS TO PULL 
ANOTHER TO US. 


“YET, IF PLANETS 
SHOULD EVER 
TOUCH, OR EVEN 
COME CLOSE, 
THOSE GRAVITIC 
FORCES 
IMMEDIATELY 
TEAR THEM TO 
PIECES. 


"THAT'S THE WAY А 
NEWLY- DIVORCED 
MAN CRIES IN HIS 
BEEF STEW, I GUESS. 


"ACTUALLY, I'M 
QUITE EXCITED THIS 
MORNING. ONCE 
MICHAEL AWAKENS, 
WE'LL INVESTIGATE 
THAT LIGHT WE SAW 
ON THE BLUFF_LAST 
NIGHT. T LOVE ል 
MYSTERY. “ 


THAT WAS A 
YEAR AGO. 


STORY £ ART ©1987 
PAUEL CHADWICK 


LETTERING: 
መ/ረሬ SPICER 


MUST BE A BIG 
HUNK OF ROCK 
BURNING UP TO 
SEE IT 
THROUGH THE 
HAZE OVER L.A.! 


І SURE WISH YOU ጂብ ን ЫН j х ACTUALLY, I'M SURPRISED 
OR MAUREEN : YOU'RE GOING, CONSIDERING 
COULD COME TO 2 HOW THE LAST PARTY YOU 
THIS THING. NUN А ATTENDED TURNED OUT... ኀ 


WELL, ME, TOO. 
BUT I CAN'T REALLY 
LET DAD BE ALONE 
ON HIS BIRTHDAY. 
MOM DIED RIGHT 


AROUND THIS DATE, | 
YOU Eu. se 


MAUREEN A 
STANDING 
AROUND MAKING 
SMALL TALK WITH 
MOVIE PEOPLE... 
WHAT A 
CONCEPT! 


AN I SAY? WHEN А GUY'S 
OU TEN GRAND A WEEK, 
O TO HIS PARTY. 


FOR SURE. 


YOU'RE GOING 
TO MAKE ል 

BIG SPLASH AT 
THIS PARTY, 


CONCRETE, MY MAN! 
C'MOVER HERE! 

LADIES, MEET OUR 

ONE-MAN EFFECTS 


THE POOL, 


MEET BERNICE АМО CYNTHIA, TWO SOR 
OF OUR VESTAL VIRGINS! 4 HAN I 
EXPECTED. IT 


SURPRISED ME. 


, HEY. HELP YOURSELF А u REALLY, IT'S LI PERSONALLY, I 
Р ок 50 LOVE H A_MAN 


SOME MUNCHIES, AND WE . РАРЕК з 
et ( HE'S SCARY. 


8 ፆ 


ጾ 


NOW... I НА 
SEE TO SOME THINGS. 
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LERS OF THE : 7 
OMNIVERSE._ CLIMBING P s BOOMS OUT. 
THE HIGH PIVE- WITH PINK AND 


WHITE 
CARNATIONS. 


A HUSH FALLS OVER THE , . Ш FROM SOMEWHERE 
LE_NOTICE A SPOTLIGHT SETS Ч 

LF ப்பட்‌ COPLAND'S "FANFARE 
wo ЕНИ TGREN. STAR OF HIM AFIRE AS НЕ ME FOR THE COMMON MAN” 


AS THE FANFARE PLAYS OUT, EXECUTES AND STAYS UNDER THE 
WOLF POSES IN NAUTILUS- FLORAL ARRAY FOR A 
SCULPTED MAGNIFICENCE... БЕККЕСТ MOST ALARMING TIME... 


DIGITAL ALARM 
CLOCKS_TO THE 
GUESTS. 


IT'S CANNED! 
REHEARSED! FREEZE- 
DRIED, PRE- 
MEASURED SPECTACLE, 
A ФНАРОУУ OF 
GRAND OLD HOLLY- 
WOOD EXCESS! 


LIKE FATTY WELL, FATTY WENT A BIT 
ARBUCKLE? OVERBOARD, PERHAPS. 
BUT THEY HAD FUN, THEN. 
DO SOMETHING OUT- 
RAGEOUS TODAY, AND 
YOU'RE SHUFFLED OFF 
TO THE BETTY FORP 
CENTER. 


---ОЕ YOU 
CATCH HELL 
FROM YOUR 

௪௦ BUILDING 
COACH FOR 
BREAKING 
TRAINING. 


BEING INCAPABLE OF ቺ 

EXCESS, YOU OUGHT 

TO UNDERSTAND THE 
EMOTION. 


从 b. 


ME, т MUST 
Á GO SEE 
SOMEONE. 


GOT A LITTLE PROPOSAL FOR YOU... 
THINK YOU'RE GONNA LIKE IT. 
QUITE AN OPPORTUNITY... 


YEAH. THIS 
COULD LEAD TO 
SOME GREAT 


N THINGS- 
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BACK THEN, EACH PARTY 
WAS OCCASION FOR 
SCANDALOUS SENSATION... 
SPONTANEOUS MIS- 

BEHAVIOR BY 
WONDERFULLY WICKED, 
OVERPAID CHILDREN IN 

GROWN-UP BODIES! 


YOU'RE A BIT YOUNG 
TO YEARN FOR 
THE боор OLD 
DAYS 


FRETTING 
ABOUT 
AIDS... 


WE'RE ALL 
GOING TO DIE 
OF BOREDOM 


CHRIS MILTON. 


MAYBE YOU SAW MY 
HBO SPECIAL? 


QUITE 
ALL SIGHT: 


м 
PROBLEM! 


THIS WOULD BE YOU'RE GONNA LOVE THIS... IT'S A GALILEO 
INCREDIBLE EXPOSURE THING, RIGHT? SO I'M GALILEO, DOING 
FOR YOU... ALL OVER MY GRAVITY TRIP ON THE LEANING 
CABLE, IN EVERY TOWER. EXCEPT... 

VIDEO STORE IN THE YES: BUT 
REN А ЕК அல்ல EDO 
T E 
CUTTING A VERSION THIS'LL KILL YOU... 
FOR MTV! 


YOU'RE ONE 


GEE, I'LL SURE, SURE. NO PROBLEM. YOU'RE JUST THE SORT 
HAVE TO THINK I'LL TOUCH BASE NEXT OF PERSON DIANE 
ABOUT WEEK, SEE HOW YOU'RE ARBUS WOULD HAVE 
РОМ”, OKAY? LOVED TO 
PHOTOGRAPH! 


HEY, CEMENT! HOW'S LIFE 
WITHOUT A NOSE? 


LIFE WITH- 
OUT A-- 


። መ YOU? 
AYBE 7 = ы 
I'LL LOOK AT ሽፕ : R B E s | 
THOSE : ° : um Ұл 
PAINTINGS 1 . ` ሃርጋህ 
UPSTAIRS... KNOW you 

Sa : E WANT TO. 


— Sp 


== 


^ 
€ 
/ 
c 


СГЗ 


| 
LS. 


THERE. 
IT’S OUT. 


ABOUT TO 


PROTEC- 


LIKE AN 
EXPANDING GLOBE 
TION. 


BURST OUT. 
BEAUTY IS A POWERFUL 


OF GELATIN IN MY 
TO MY BED MANY 
WAVE THAT SWEEPS ME 


THIS SHEER JOY— 
CHEST — 


SELF 
ል 


YOUR 
UP IRRESISTABLY. 


82722 SPICER 


STORY & ART ©1987 
PAUL CHADWICK 
LETTERING 


TIMES. 
FORCE, LIKE 


2 
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2 
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>I 
š 
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Ë 
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4 
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6 
ጋ 
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Е 


YOU HAVE COME 


165 


WELL, IT'S SO 
HOPELESS. 


ፎ ONLY 
STAYED 
SILENT 
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| 
ee | 3 
е 


/ MES, 5፡ 
| =. 
[ 3$ JF. 


SEEM TO HAVE ГЭ 


[2 
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WHAT ARE WASN'T THAT BANDPAGE 
ON THE OTHER SIDE: 
YESTERDAY? 


THESE? 


=» AM 
PNA ) 


«4 9 


22 


/ THAT REMINDS 
ME... I OUGHT TO TEST 
YOU FOR К.Е.М. SLEEP. 
уси PROBABLY 
EXPERIENCE IT, தபா 
WE DON 
Z \у KNOW FOR CERTAIN. 


SOMETIMES 
I'M SO 
FRUSTRATED 
WE CAN'T DO 
SURGERY ON 
you! 


THAT CONTROLS THE AUTO- 
MATIC FUNCTIONS. 


WELL, 
WRITE DOWN 


ARE IMPOR- 


к N 
I'VE GOT TO FIN 
ERROR 12 MINE 

K LABS... OR WH 

HING 
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wz 


ጋ 
E 

Š 
5 
2 

5 
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WRITING. 


DO YOU WANT 
TO TALK WITH 
CONCRETE? 
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THING 
CLOSING BUSI 


WOND! 
HOW'RE THINGS OUT 4 


IN_CALIFORNIA 
GOOD, GOOP. 


OKAY, LARRY, WHEN 
YOU TYPE THESE UP 
WELL, PLEASE STICK 
WHAT HAVE REASONABLY CLOSE 
WE GOT FROM MS ТО WHAT I SAY. I 
DON'T MIND ዶል LITTLE 
POLISH, BUT 
FLIGHTS OF PROSE 
АКЕ А & 


THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
LATEST 
PICTURES. THIS 
CROPPING IDEA 
15 QUITE INTER- 
ESTING, AND ፲ 
CONTINUE TO 
ENJOY YOUR 
ARTISTIC EVOLU- 
TION. 1 REMAIN 
FLATTERED THAT 
YOU HAVE 
CHOSEN ME AS 
YOUR SUBJECT. 


WITH ANY INTERN 
CONSPIRACY ARE AB 
WORK WITH THE TRILA 
MISION /AND THE SO 
ILLUMINATI TAKES 
MUCH TIME TO ል 


ON SECOND 
THOUGHT, DON'T 
ANSWER THIS 


> $ 
828285 
950226 
z 
52 
90 
0 


та 
то 
ud 
mo 
mar 
90 


“THIS 15 WHY WE 
TURN TO YOU. 
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"WE HAVE АМ INCON- 
SIDERATE BASTARD FOR 
A NEIGHBOR WHOSE 
DOG 15 CONSTANTLY 
DEFECATING ON OUR. 
LAWN. 


MT E FROM YoU 


STEPPED ON HIS FOOT ОЕ 
KNOCKED А HOLE IN HIS 
FRONT DOOR- 


“TERROR 15 THE IDEA 
HERE. PERHAPS YOU COULD 
STUFF THE DOG MANURE-- 人 


Ër 


иа 


(Inerewoor, 
IN GREATER 


ጋ. 
ANGELES. 


a- ANYWAY, 
THAT'S MY YOU STILL 
THINKING HAVEN'T READ 


ON HIS THE SCRIPT? 
EGESTION WHY ARE YOU'RE SOMETHING 
MECHANISM THEY SHOOTING ELSE, MAUREEN-- 
Aine по же SINE அரக்க 
Я E WORKIN 
MOMENT. THOUGHT THIS መ 2 ው ላገ FOUR 
KS Now. 
A FANTASY ነነው МО 


ANYWAY, THE 
RULERS OF THE 
OMNIVERSE COME 
TO CONTEMPORARY 
L.A. ТО RECOVER 

THEIR COSMIC 


| Lemoti == 


WHY ЭШ NO. ГМ 


DON'T You 
TURN AROUND 
ANP GET BACK 

ON IMPERIAL 
HIGHWAY ?_ITSS 
A MAJOR 
STREET. 


NO. RON COULP, THOUGH, 2) ITS А MIRROR-LIKE MEMBRANE 
WITH HIS NIGHT VISION. AT THE BACK OF THE EYE, 
IT'S WONPERFUL HOW መድ ፍጁ/ላረ። THE RECEPTOR WHERE 
IT WORKS... < THE ROPS ANP CONES ARE. 


= 
HAVE 
YOU FOUND 
LEMOLI 
YET? 


N : I PON'T SEE IT. 
SO, ANYWAY, HE ANYWAY, GOING THROUGH 


HAS_AN ANALOGOUS У 1 THE RECEPTION ZONE 
TO TWICE, THE PHOTON HAS 
DOUBLE THE CHANCE TO 
Ч TRIGGER А RECEPTOR 
АМІР DOGS' EYES. NI SIGNAL TO THE BRAIN- 


NOT TOO. RON'S 
PRETTY EASY- 
GOING THAT WAY. 


PEOPLE LIVE 
HERE. 
INCREDIBLE. 


LARRY... ARE 
THESE PEOPLE 
WHISTLING--7 


THEY'RE 
DEALERS. 


= 
m 
ட] 
т 

H 

了 

n 

L3 
- 
= 


ሬዳፎመፎሦ"-፦ 
THERE'S 
ONE 
COMING 
OVER 
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NOT INTERESTED: 


BUT HE'S 
IN THE 
WAY! WHAT 
CAN I РОР 


UH-OH. HERE COME 
HIS FRIENDS... 


OFF THE 
HOOD! 

ә ண்‌ 
МАТ 


7 THEY'RE SMILING, 
ЖА LARRY. THEY THINK 
1775 FUNNY 


I CAN'T SEE WHERE 
I'M GOING--HE'^5 
PUT ላ T 


YOU TELL 
| IF HE'S HURT? 


А 
yy A~ 
>= 


ИТ Ub. N 
- THIS 12 MOVING TOO FAST. N 
WE НАУЕ TO GET OUT OF HERE! 


I DON'T KNOW. 
таз NOT 

STARTING! 

N 


# தத Хэ? 
ий! 
” 18 
| 4 (уул 


Y m | = _ 223 v | 
ர்‌ NS #7 ጊነ á = 1 த 
I GUESS புலா. LOOK, DON'T EVEN PAMN-- SLOWLY, THEN! 
BUT HE'S С HESITATE. BACK UP ட THEY'RE 
MAP. AND JUST DRIVE BEHIND US... HITTING THE 
| AWAY. > GLASS! 
ы S | (MENG, | ЇГ uff 

j / A Ë S [ ІТ); 4 j \ 
pm : .. ҮМ | 

ኒ ТУЛ? ቪክ \ E 2 、 2 2 ДЕ jj 


இடு 
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LARRY, THIS 15 
ERIOUS, NOW. 


Ша E THERE 
= ROCKING 
ЕС 222222 THE CAR! 


ወ е = —— = | ዛሂጮ፦መ=መመ е е е 
MONK HONK HONG мемле МММ MONNNN IE MONK AONE ом 


< 2 
። அணக 


\ TLLA. 


291 15. S 


WAKO, 
HIS THIN 


சா. 


Fo 4 ச்‌ 


COME ox X 
CATCHY 


с”, 
4, 


ЕЯ 


RON-- THANK бОР-- 2 2 WE'RE JUST AROUND THE CORNER. 
2 WE SENT AN ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR TO INVESTIGATE THE 
HONKING TERE THINKING, 
T- 


THANK GOP... 


MAX, CAN 
YOU PRIVE 


I'LL GET 
YOU TO 
THE 
MAKEUP 
TRUCK 


| о * E 
சூ |‘ Р = : д 
5 S” LARRY? T 
YOU ALL А 79 
RIGHT k е TO 
. ЕЕ =| 
: ща = 
| | късо | Ж] 
\ i 71 
Л ПП) TT 
r. Ji ? А р (5 í ! 


: መ UTI Ч 
ረረ 2 4: 
ல்‌ 


GO COTA 


GOD, 3 HATE ነ / I'M SURE YOU WERE I WOULDN'T BEA THIS WORLD 
SEEING SCARED, LARRY YOUNG WOMAN FOR HAS GOTTEN SO 
HER CRY. AND WITH E ANYTHING, LARRY. UGLY. MAYBE 


NO WONDER IT ALWAYS 
MAUREEN BURIES 
HER HEAD IN HER 
MITOCHONPRIA 
AND THINGS. 


BUT MAUREEN 
HAD EVERY REASON 

TO BELIEYE SHE 

WAS ABOUT TO BE 


MAYBE ARDREY WAS RIGHT... MEN ARE LOOK AT THE EMOTIONAL INVESTMENT 
JUST KILLER APES, WITH TRIBALISM AND PEOPLE PUT IN MILLIONAIRE 
HATE OF OUTSIDERS PROGRAMMED ATHLETES JUST BECAUSE THEY HAVE 
INTO OUR GENES. A CITY NAME HUNG ON THEM. 


IF ONLY 
ІТ அட்ட WAS 


ALWAYS, ALWAYS, THE SIT DOWN, WO 
STRONG EXPLOIT THE YOU? WE'LL BE 
WEAK. EVEN HERE А WHILE, 
CIVILIZATIONS THAT 9 YET. 
HAVE INTERNALLY DECENT 
STANDARDS OF 
BEHAVIOR ARE BUILT ON 
THE BACKS OF SLAVES 
OR OVER THE BONES 
OF CONQUERED 
PEOPLE. 


I WONDER 
WHAT SORT OF 
WORLD ІТ WOULD 
BE IF WE LET 
THE OTHER HALF 
OF HUMANITY 
TAKE CHARGE. 


一 一 RON, TELL ME 
2 WHO THIS GUY 15 
AGAIN? 


HE’S THE WRITER 
OF THE RULERS OF THE 
UNIVERSE SCRIPT-— 
THE FIRST VERSION. 
HE WANTED TO 

MEET ME. 


YOU PON'T 


ETT, 
NEAR THE MOST 
FAMOUS 
SF/FANTASY 
WRITER 
AROUND 


t 


1 | ኒ = [ 
W v NS 


THAT 

GENRE NEVER 
APPEALE 
TOME. 


ТОО ВАР. 
IT MIGHT'VE 


BYRDLAND'S இ ን 
SECRET MORE. 


I'VE HEARP ABOUT HIS PLACE. 
IT’S SUPPOSED ТО BEA 
REAL SHOW. 


WITH THIS 
TERRAIN, I’M 
SURPRISED IT HASN'T 


THAT'S IT 
ON THE RIGHT. ஆ 


ALTHOUGH 
SINCE 
HES ALWAYS 
RESISTED. THAT 
LABEL, PERHAPS 
HE'S LESS 
IPENTIFIABLE 
THAT WAY. 


[ZT 15 THERE А BELL? MAYBE WE | 
SHOULD JUST KNOCK. YOU, 4 
UU NOT ME, I MEAN. 


த்‌ 2 с 7 - \ x 
72 2 й 28 < ИЛ! 
MOST PEOPLE THINK THAT'S THE 27 
BELL. WELCOME, ТМ SUSAN ச்‌ 
ВУЕР. COME ОМ IN. 
te. 
» s | 


Ар” 4 
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INTROPUCTIONS ARE MADE IN A ROOM CRAMMED 
ARP BY ата ABSTRACTS AND UNCLASSIFIABLE 
CONCRETE HAS TROUBLE MEETING 
PERSONAL VISIONS. BYRDS EYE, 50 MANY FRAMED 
INVITATIONS ТО OTHER WORLPS 

PULLING AT HIS ATTENTION. 


Ж 1) 
8. ç | к. 


IMAGINE SOME- 
BODY TEARING 
THAT ሀዎ> நாட்ட 
SHOW_YOU IN 
A BIT. 
THE MUCHA'S 
JUST A PRINT. 
BUT A NICE ONE, A 
MODERN REPROPUCTION 
OF ONE OF HIS FEW CAN 
QIL PAINTINGS. I GET YOU 
LIMITED EDITION THING. Š TWO ANYTHING? 


THAT'S 
THE POINT. 


MY 
SEAT-PRINT? 

ALL 
RIGHT... 


DON’T BE IMPRESSEP. 
I'VE EMPLOYER SO MANY 
CRAFTSMEN ON THIS PLACE 
І САМ GET ANYTHING І NEER 
A_GUY THREW THIS 
TOGETHER IN HALF А РАУ 


HOW'S THE MOVIE I NEVER SAW 1 WAS GONE BEFORE THAT, OF 
GOING? 2 YOUR SCRIPT, BUT COURSE. GIVEN THE LIMITA- 
EY I THOUGHT THE TIONS OF THOSE МОКОМС 
ድ THEY'RE IN POST- ONE PATASNOUTE TOYS, 1 WAS TRYING ТО SAY 
[B| PROPUCTION. IT'LL GET DID WAS PRETTY SOMETHING ABOUT LOYALTY, 
IA FINISHED, AT INTERESTING. Ж ANP ACCEPTING CHANGE, 


LEAST, LAWSUITS ም АМР WHEN ТО 
WILLING. z 1 ክነ 


RESIST IT. 
I HAYE AN ULTERIOR (БЭ 


MOTIVE FOR ASKING YOU 
HERE. ፲ HAVE TO 


፲ THOUGHT 
YOU MIGHT 


HAVE AN OPINION. 


I САМ SEE SOME OF THAT- WHEN 
KO’S SEVERED АКМ KEEPS 
FIGHTING AFTER HE’S KILLED, 
те TOUCHING IN A 
BIZARRE SORT OF WA” 
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REALLY? WHAT ABOUT THE COPA SIX YEARS YEAH, IT’S I KIND OF FELT I WAS THE 
LATER? I LIKE ТНАТ, MANN АМР HAINZEL о TTY 
COPING WITH TAXES, THE PRICE OF COFFEE 5 : 

AND MICROWAVE OVENS. 


MAYBE THEY 
DIDN'T GUT ТАЗ 


1 HAVE AN 
INSCRIBEP COP” HIS 
FATHER'S А 
NOT-BAP POET, 
TOO. 


HE REAPS EVERYTHING. | 
ANP A LOT OF THESE 

ARE NEW WRITERS -- 
YOUNGER THAN HIM. 


We 


ГОКРУ, SORRY: I FEEL LIKE I'M ҰШШ EXACTLY. AS A КІР I PROMISED 
I HAVE ENTERING MYSELF A HOUSE HONEYCOMBEP 

TROUBLE WITH THE SECRET ET PASSAGES AND 

NORMAL SIZED CLUBHOUSE. „ко UALLY ፲ МАРЕ 
DOORS. IT COME TRUE- 


ምው ээ 


MORE THAN ONE. 
A SECOND REALLY? TAKE FIVE MINUTES. 
MEMENTO. ፎዶ BEEN 
DON'T GIVE ІТ OFF OF Te IND THE 
THOUGHT. 7 ENTRANCES UNASSISTEP. 


ACK OF 
PRINTS ANP DRAWINGS. AT LAST, MICRO- 
SCOPICALLY ACUTE EYES CATCH A CLUE. 


184 


HE ADJUSTS A HIPPEN CONTROL ANP THE 7 

INTERIOR 1S REVEALED: ROLLING BANKS МУ GOP. THESE N? 2 

OF SHELVES CRAMMED WITH BAGGED, ARE SUPPOSED ТО > 
NEATLY ORDERED COMIC BOOKS. BE W H (A LOT — 


OF MONE 
| THESE PAYS. 


Wc Ñ 


| 1!т | {7 
| | || Ш ІШІ! | / 
101170 
Шин ү, Нь 
= | ШИШ WW 
S [111111 lii | Хэт 


= 


` SS 
I'VE MANAGED SEN ار‎ 
THE VALUE 1S TO RECONSTRUCT MY “2 
INCIDENTAL. I'VE CHILPHOOP COLLECTION, 
JUST ALWAYS LOVED EXCEPT FOR A FEW 
THEM ANP CANADIAN COMICS FOR 
DECIDED TO KEEP WHICH МО 
THEM AVAILABLE. COPIES SEEM TO EXIST. 


STANPARPS ARE 
PRETTY ARBITRARY FROM 
WHERE I STAND. TOO MANY 
PEOPLE LOOK FOR 
CONSIDER- APPROVAL ОР WHAT 
ING--- THEY LIKE- 


BUT LET ME SHOW 
YOU SOMETHING ፲ THINK 
WILL ESPECIALLY INTEREST YOU. 
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L GUESS 7 YOU SEEM TO HAVE CHILPHOOP 1145 ВУ АМ ARTIST NAMED MELISSA 
DON'T HAVE ТО TREASURES ACROSS THE WAY; БЭТБАМӨЕНАМР5--1 КІР YOU NOT-- WHO DOES 
ASK WHAT PLEASURES OF THE = EXCLUSIVELY ART ABOUT YOU. INSPIRED BY 
THIS ROOM'S EDUCATED MIND IN THE MAIN IM, YOU, 1 MIGHT SAY, SINCE THIS 1S 
FOR. КООМ--АМО THIS, ት; CLEARLY A FANTASY: 


EXACTLY 
MY REASONING. 
BUT IT'S THE 
PAINTING THERE 1 
THOUGHT WOULD 
INTEREST 
YOu. 


SHE CAN'T GET A GALLERY, SO SHE Ч 
SHOWS АТ SF CONS. WITH YOUR FANTASTIC 
APPEARANCE THE JUSTIFICATION, I GUESS. 
I GOT THIS AT THE WORLPCON LAST YEAR. 


SHE SEND S ME SLIDES EVERY SO И Ñ SHEP ነ A VARIATION: 


OFTEN. I THOUGHT SHE WAS ፲ dis 
JUST A KOOK. / COMMISSION НЕК. 


YOU WOULDN'T 
BELONG TO ANY 
CLUB THAT'D HAVE 
YOU AS 
А MEMBER, 
ЕН? 


ТО ТНЕ 
CONTRARY, 
HE'S 
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CONCRETE REFLECTS ON THE VISIT, Ом BYRP'S 
PISCOURSING ON VINTAGE JAZZ, MAGIC REALIST 
NOVELS, CAPTAIN MIDNIGHT CODE-O-GRAPHS-, ANP 
THE FALL ELECTIONS WITH EQUAL VIGOR- 


ER 
BEEN PASSIONATE ABOUT --AS IF THE WAKE 


IN HIS LIFE HAS ОЕ A ӨРЕЕРВОАТ 
BEEN MAPE TANGIBLE COULD ВЕ FROZEN 
ANP PISPLAYED-- ANP SAVER. 
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SINCE BECOMING 


ANP MY PRE-CONCRETE 
LIFE? GONE. EXCEPT 
FOR MY HIGH-SCHOOL 
REPORT ON BURTON. 


CONCRETE I'VE WRITTEN 
SOME, BOUGHT A 
FEW PAINTINGS. 


BUT THEY'RE NOT 
ILLUSTRATIONS TO WHA 
I'VE WRITTEN AS HIS 

ARE. JUST WHIMS. 


I’VE SKIPPED 

ACROSS THE 

SURFACE LIKE 
А FLAT 


I GUESS 7 
PIP SOME GOOP 
WITH POUGLAS. 
BUT THE SPEECHES 
I WROTE... 
THEY'RE NOT 
SAVED, NOT 
TREASURER 


SOME PEOPLE 
ARE_BLAZING 
COMETS, 
OTHERS FIXED 
STARS. 


COMPARISON 

15 ALWAYS А 2௦2 
LOSING 
GAME. 
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NOT THAT I'VE 

EVER LIVED 
WITH THE 
INTENSITY 
OF BYRE. 


IMMORTALITY--VAIN ІТ 
ANP_STUPIP ANP COUNTS, LIVING 
ጋሪ HARP TO TOVAY. 
DPISPAIN- 


NOT THAT BYRP LIVES 
IN THE FAST. HE'S MORE IN 
THE THICK OF IT POLITICALLY 


SO BE IT. IF I WAS AS 
MANIC AS ВУКР, 
I'D BE KNOCKING 
HOLES IN 
BUILDINGS ALL 
DAY. 


МО, BUT THAT LITTLE BOY 
CAME BY AGAIN, WANTING Д) 


YOU TO HELP WITH THEIR 
FORT-BUILDING.- O 


TT. 


ДНИ 


YOU САМ ALWAYS 
SAY NO, AS 
YOU'VE BEEN 
DOING. 


NEIGHBOR- 
HOOP KIPS! 
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X WAS 
LIKE, NERVOUS. 
НОРЕ YOU'RE 
E அ 
T STILL A 
TRICKED YOU 
INTO COMING. 


THE PHONY 
PAYMENT OFFER 
УМЕМТ OF 
YOU SURE WERE 


NICE AFTER THAT- 
ENTERTAINING 
TERTAININ 


YOU GET, 
толы; 
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I FEEL AWFUL. 
A PETTY, MEAN 
TRICK. WHAT 
A BULLY. 


HEY, SHE TRICKED 
YOU FIRST! 


BUT I LEAPT AT THE BAIT-- 
THINKING I DESERVED А 

THOUSAND BUCKS FOR 
MINGLING AT A PARTY! 


FIFTEEN 
HUNPRED, 
ACTUALLY- 


ANYWAY, 
WE'RE МОТ 
МАР ANY- 
MORE. IT WAS 
FUNNY 


ANP You 
COULD MORE 
THAN MAKE UP 


FOR IT IF 
YOU WANTED 


WW WE'RE PUTTING 
TOGETHER THIS 
VIDEO, SEE- 
YOU NEED ON 
ТО GET 
ANYWHERE. 


YOU HAVE THIS 
COOL WARE- | 
HOUSE, ANP IT’? REE 


MAKE = ак EL 
THE PERFECT TELUS 
LOCATION. 


እ 


WE’? ВЕ 
IN АМР OUT 
INA PAY 
ANP A NIGHT. 


PLUS 
CLEANUP. 
WE'LL LEAVE 
IT SPOTLESS! 


Look, ir'e MW we REALLY. AD IT CONTINUES. THE WORDS AREN'T SO IMPOR- 
Ч MEAN A REALLY cour f TANT AS THE URGENCY, THE DESIRE. 
^w WHOLE USE IT. — 


---FULFILLING 
THE DESIRES 
RS 


М ОК OTHE 
OFTEN SEEMS... 


BOON THE PAY OF IT'S THAT SAME № T> ШИ изт PROTECTING 
Р ENERGY FELT < — YOUR ARTWORK! 
பல TANG EES THE “RULERS” 

WARMTH. CRE 


THOUGH тм 
NOT REALLY 
ON THIS 
TEAM... 


...4 
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MY COLLECTION IS GOING TO Y JUST THE OPPOSITE! VALUE 
BE IN THIS? I FIGURED IT'D IN THE ART WORLP COMES 
BE PUT SAFELY AWAY. FROM FAME, NOT MERIT. 
THEIR VALUE, 
vo You? 


I PON'T 
QUITE SEE 
ዘሪሃሃ |ፐ 
FITS YOUR 

THEM 


THAT NIGHT, THE 
BANP, LEUKEMIA 
CLUSTE 


A и Е, 
THING YOU FILMED IN TUNES ИР... 
ERE-~ INCLUDING 


УА KNOW HOW 
IT WOR 


I GUESS 
I'M THE 
ВАКЕР, SOURPOUGH 
/ MAKES BREAD. STARTER. 


ЗЕ FOUR ` 
NOTES, OVER ANP OVER. 


7 
' m ES “2 NO VARIATION IN FINGERING, 
rm $. 3. ER ጋ ፖረ 5 

2.21022 М HUMAN FOREARM CAN MOVE. 


AN AURAL BULLPOZER.-- 
LOUP, ИМЕМРІМФ, UNTIL... 


ТП 
: | 


„с р 
መጠ INTO HIS кщ ) BECOMES መኳል 
RAIN IT ша : НЫ SURREAL. Г. 


(யர 
SSLY Іш. ы 
திம்‌ சர ми 
ING HARE. (த WE Mou WHICH, OF 


COURSE, 15 Ima 
THE IPEA. 
1 >= 


QOPNESS 
E SHRINK- 
RAP HELP! 


COULP-- COULD THIS ALL ВЕ A PLOT--POES 
SHE WANT TO WRECK МУ PLACE OUT OF REVENGE? 
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[2 SOMEBODY 
ИН, THANKS. ፲ MEAN, YOU \ 2 

PESE RR) 28 ው 
WER THERE, TALENT! 


RETTY 
OMEN HAVE ALWAYS EVOKED 
IN HIM. 
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MY GOD... SHE 
THINKS Z 
PAINTER 

Bee THESE! А 


መመ 
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SHOULPER 


Қы 
ТТ 
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THERE I'VE о 

PONE IT! NOW o 
І CAN'T 
CONFESS! 


OR ANYTHING. 


ТР BE А 


URGINGS ALL AROUNP НІМ... 


V7 IT'LL BE 
WONPERFUL! 
e 


жа Ç 
ер 


BUT ІТ WAS 
EAL. 


ANP A 
PILEMMA 
REMAINS. 


granas 
© 


wawww: 


I COULPN'T 
FIND WHO 
THREW 1Т, 
RON. 


HE ONLY PERCEIVES ATERRIBLE 

PRESSURE, A ЦАВ WHO MUST 

LIVE HIS LIE OUT OR BE CAUGHT; 
ЕХРОЗЕР, SHAMEP. 


GREATS ንሽ ; 
E TO BE 

WEDNESDAY 

SINCE IM 


50 IT GOES, UNTIL 
MIPNIGHT.-- 


THE WAY --- LEARN HOW 
TO PRAW IN THE 
NEXT THREE 
PAY. 


---ОК HOPE WE 
ርዶ 


STEPHEN 
AVIES? 


PERFECT FOR 
wo A SOME 
THIS-.- PRETTY-GIRL 
ARTIST 
HE KNOWS. 
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AUR (7; 


MORE TIME 
WOULDN'T 
HURT. 


RON, UL You'RE IN AGONY. WHY இதி 
RON: PIPN‘T YOU JUST STAND 529 
y ER UP, GOTO THE A 
BEACH FOR THE PAY? ஆ 
| =. | 
| 12 


ዘ 
Ñ | ) | 


CAN I UNPRESS 
ІМ НЕКЕ? 
I'M SHY ABOUT 

THAT. 


1 CAN'T 
WAIT TO SEE 
WHAT YOU 
PROPUCE! 


I'VE GOTTEN 
LITTLE 
PUSHES INTO 


THE BEPROOM 
EE BUT 


YOU--STEP Кү 
QUT A Л 
SEC? | 
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ЖҰ 


л” 


195 


ин... 
PROPPED 
м 
PENCIL. 


WHAT 
WAS А 
ТНАТ? 


ረ“ 

7 «wHar's N 

| WITH THAT 1 
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SNIFFING 
RMPITS> 1 


1 MEAN 
AILS, 
ACRYLICS, 
WATER- 
COLOR --- 


.-- WHILE STEPHEN 
DAVIES LEAVES THE 
WORLP OF WORV. S 
ВЕНІМР AS НЕ 
MEASURES, PRAWS, 


CHEC 
ALIGNMENTS -— 
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HOW РО WE Nx. WELL, THE 
KNOW THE M 
CAMERA'S ON,/ + 
мом? 


ጩጨ 
КТ UH, YOU'LL WANT 
ТО GET PRESSED. 


| PRU | 
ma 


FUMES CONT 
BOTHER YOU... 


னை 
НАР 
ASSISTANTS; 
COURSE... 


i 
ANPRE ANP የጨ | 


GRACE МАКЕ SHORT 
WORK OF IT. 


“PAY NO 
ATTENTION 
TO_THE MAN 

BEHIND 


GONE! AT ae எர ብ 
LAST! АМР WE 
SEEM TO ን ለ 
HAVE PULLER ጫ | 
ТОЕЕ! | 
/ £ Ж 4 


THE 
CURTAIN.” 


s 


WELL,ONE 
боор 
THING..- 
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STEPHEN! lil NW 
OF У 


YOUR PIECE 
LOOKS 
GREAT ON 
MY WALL... 


Е ௦ 
WHEREVER THEY CAN . МУ SOURCE 15 
РЕРРІ-Е THE ТАРЕ. UNIMPEACHABLE. 


Sy, улааж | 


ட்ட BE 
ВАР, 

BUT IT'LL 
BLOW 


INP OF A LESSON 
ABOUT TRUTH. 
HE 


工 
TO 
THEY'RE 


OVER 
QUICKLY. IN FORA 
SURPRISE. 


YEAARRRHHAS. 
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PAUL CHADWICK’S 


W hen you're seven-feet plus of walking, talking stone, you're bound 


to draw the media spotlight, especially when you live in Tinseltown. 
Concrete’s celebrity status is sometimes a pain in the buttress . . . but it does 
bring the occasional paycheck gig. When the producer of a low-budget sci- 
ence-fiction film approaches Concrete to use his prodigious strength to help 
save money on the film's FX budget, the siren call of Hollywood draws Con- 
crete like a moth to a Наше... a seven-thousand dollar-a-week flame, that 


is. 


Paul Chadwicks award-winning Concrete has been called by Harlan Ellison 4... 
probably the best comic being published today by anyone, anywhere." This val- 
ue-priced volume collects the Eisner Award winning series Fragile Creature, along 


with bonus short stories. 


“Concrete endures as one of the smartest-written ‘superheroes’ ever created.” 


—Andrew Arnold, Time.com 
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